he would consider it an honour to be asked
to teke 2 seat on fhis Commission in an
honorary capacity.

I know the amount mentioned tonight is
not very much when we consider the mnoney
the members of the commission handle. But
this Commission was appoioted to bandle
money for charity, and when we kiow of
men who stand high in the estimation of the
people and who give up their time in an
honorary capacity to many charitable or-
genisations, I think the Government would
be well advised to look round for such men
and appoint them to this Commission in an
honorary capacity. I 'make mo complaint
about the way in which the present members
of the Commission are deing their job, but
I do not think we should pay men for that
work when there are others who would dis-
charge the duties,just as capably in an hon-
orary capacity,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:
involved in it, for that.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: We have 2 paid
staff there, and the executive head is the sec-
retary, so why do we need paid Commis-
sioners to distribute the money?

There is too much

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ese,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without smendment and
the report adepted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Weilington): I move—

That the House at its rising adjovrn till
tomorrow at 11 a.m.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 11.15 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
11 a.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION.

MEAT.
As to Exports to Malaya,

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON asked the Chief

Seeretary :
- [

On the 10th November the following
questions were submitted to the Premier:—

(1) Has the Premier's attention heen
drawn to the paragraph in the issue of

“The West Australian” dated the 8th No-
vember, dealing with a protest against re-
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strictions on the export of sheep to Singa-
pore from the northern agriemltural and
pastoral areas of Wesiern. Australia?

(2) As 3,425 tons of meat is to be sent
from Australia to Malaya, will the Premier
do his utmost to ensure that all, or most,

of this allocation is reserved to Western

Aunstralian farmers and pastoralists who
had exclusively handled this trade in past
years¥

{3) In view of the importanee of the
ahove matter to farmers and pastoralists,
and to the port of Geraldien which bandles
the major portion of this trade so far as
shipping is concerned, will the Minister in-
form the House of the progress of the
Premier's representations in this regard?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:—

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

{3) The British Ministry of Food con-
trol the import of live sheep to Singapore,
and anyone here must get an import license
issned, For Western Australia the qnota is
100,000 live sheep, and there are certain
agreements entered into whereby shippers
draw sheep from pastoral areas and not
frem agrievltural areas. Semetimes, they do
enter agrienltural distriets if the gqoota is
not suffieient from pastoral areas, but this
alsn has to be approved of.

Shippers have to get their own freight
space.

The Department of Commerce and Agri-
cultare forwards information to the Customs
Department which issues the necessary per-
mit, This is dene after the meatworks ap-
prove that they ean go.

BILL-—BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT
(Neo. 2).

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. (. B. Wood—East)
[114] in moving the second veading said:
The Bill is being introduced to give ef-
fect to o number of amendments whieh have
been requested at various times by -local
authorities, farmers’ orgenisations and
other interested bodies. At the same time,

. epportunity is being taken to ineorporate

amendments which will enable the easier
operation of some sections of the Act, and
to redraft others, the effect of which, from
a legal aspect, is not ¢lear. These amend-

[COUNCIL.]

ments do net alter the prineiples alread
contained in the Act, but merely clarify th
wording, I think members will agree wit
me that much of that could be done jn eor
nection with a number of other Aets.

It is certainly a step in the right direc
tion that we should clarify those measure
so that people may be able to understan
them, Al]l the amendments that vary th
provisiong of the Act have been recom
mended by the Rural Fires Prevention Ad
visory Committee, the membership of whie
includes three from the Road Board Assc
ciation, so it will be appreciated that ther
is ample opportunity for the views of locs
nuthorities and others interested to be con
sidered by the committee.

Before outlining the proposals containe
in the measure, I wounld like to explai
several important features of the Act tha
are dealt with. A great deal of confusio
exists regarding the different periods speei
fied in the Act. T refer to the burnin
gseason, The first extends from the I=x
October to sthe 3Ist May in every yearl,
period. During this time burning opera
tions may be earried out enly when certah
precautions bave been taken and quite :
number of conditions specified in the Ac
have been complied with, The second perio
concerns prohibited burning times, Thes
are declared by the Governor and vary i1
different parts of the State. -

The utmost confusion exists sometime:
where two districts adjoin and a differen
hurning season may apply on one side o
the fence from that ‘applying on th
other side. The prohibited burning time
vary for different parts of the Stale, cover
ing any time of the year and overlappin;
the first period I have mentioned, namely
the 1st October to the 3lst May. During
thig latter period burning can énly taki

. place subject to a number of conditions

but during the prohibited burning timea n¢
burping can take place at all except fo
eertain special purposes and under mosl
stringent conditions. In the agrienltura
areas the prohibited burning times com.
mence in October, November or December
and burning under the eontrol provision:
mnst then cease. In other words, the pro
hibited burning periods which may be de.
clared for any time of the year take pre
cedenee over burning earried ont under any
other provisions of the Act, except those
specifically dealing with burning during



prohibited times. One of the purposes of
the Bill is to clarify the two periods T have
mentioned,

I shall now outline the main provisions
of the Bill. The Act gives the Governor
power to suspend the operation of deelared
prohibited burning times to enable railway
land, and land under the control of the
Conservator of Forests, to be burned during
those declared periods. It is necessary that
this protective burning should be carried
out, but owing to variable seasonal condi-
tions, it is ravely known uniil nearly the
commencing date of the prohibited time
whether the burning can be completed. If
the work cannot be finished, there are then
only a few days lefi in which to make ap-
plication to the Governor for the suspension
to enable the burning of firebreaks to be
carried out, -

It is difficalt to oblain the Governor's
consent in the time available and it is there-
fore proposed thaf these particalar powers
shall be exercised: by the Minister, This
provigion is desirable, as I know from ex-
perience that it is difficult to extend the
‘time, and to get the permission of the Gov-
ernor is a combersome proeedure, A week
may be wasted before it can be obtained.
The power to suspend the declared prohi-
bited times to which I have just referred, ex-
tends to any “railway reserve,” but beecauvse
of the use of the words “railway reserve” in
the parent Aet, it has not been possible to
crant these suspensions to the Midland
Railway Company, as that company’s land
is not ecovered by the term. However, it is
desirable that firebreaks should be provided
on the Midland line as well as on the Gov-
ernment lines.

It is hoped that, in future, a way will he
found to provide these firebreaks by means
other than burning, but at the present time
this is not practicable, Probably there are
other means of destroying grasses, for in-
stanee, with acids. I do not know whether
this is so, but that is what is in my mind.
The burning of these firebreaks takes place
at a rather dangerous time, and the section
of the Aet concerned does not lay down any
vonditions governing the burning, presim-
ably as the only persen concerned is the
Commissioner of Railways. In fairness to
the Cor missioner of Railwsys, I would say
thet he does take every possible precaution.
To my knowledge, and I have had a fairly
long experience, T do not know that a fire on

————

———
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railway land has got out of confrol. If it
has, there were many people on the job who
could put it out promptly.

Hon. L. A, Logan: A fire ‘got away last
week.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Did it do much damage?

Hon. L. A. Logan: It put one man in the
hospital, )

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: How many acres did it
burn?

Hon. H. A. C. Daffen: Seven.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE : This is the first occasion
that I have heard of such an oecurrence.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The fires do get
away sometimes.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: But they have always
been put out, I know of at least half a
dozen fires that got over the break, but the
men there—the railway men and the farmers
—got it oul before it caused damage. It is
news to me that the Railway Department lets
a fire get out of control.

Hon. Sir Charies Latham: Of eourse, it is
not dene purposely.

-The HONORARY MINISTER' FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am not referring to
fires caused by engines.

Hon. L. A. Logan: The fire I referred to
was due to burning off.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: As the privilege of burn-
ing these breaks will be extended to a private
company, it is considered that there should
be some conditions specified to ensure that
the work is done with adequate precautions.
Provision has therefore been made in the
Bill for that purpose. Another amendment
deals with the burning of firebreaks on pri-
vate land adjoining the railway at the same
time as the railway land is being burnt. This
is a desirable condition, as it will be of great
benefit to a farmer to burn off while the rail-
way men are present, because he would have
their help, if necessary. In my opinion, too
much burning off eannot be done, and surely
a controlled fire is to be preferred to one
that might get out of control. The more
burning that is done along n railway line
and elsewhere, the better. At present, the,

-
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adjoining landholder may burn back on his
own land for a distance of one c¢hain. In
certain cireumstances, one ehain has proved
insufficient to afford reasonable protection,
and many requests have been received to ex-
tend the distance to a maximum of three
chains,

On some banks, at Mokine in particular,
engines blow ont sparks and lumps of coal
and the wind carries these for a distance up
to three chains. At other places, it would
not matter if there were no firehreak at all,
as some engines do not seem to emit sparks
under certain conditions. That is the only
change actually made by the amendment, bhut
the opportunity has been taken of vedrafting
thix particular section. An extension of the
permissible width of a Brebreak on land ad-
Joining the railway is considered reasonable,
as it is unlikely that any person would burn
a wider break than he felt was necessary for
proteetion.

The Aet provides that permits may be
issued by authorised officers for the burning
of clover during the prohibited times, to en-
able elover burr to be collected. The author-
ised officer has power to refuse to issue a
permit when he considers conditions ave such
as to vender burning dangerous, but he has
no power to cancel a permit once it is issned,
frrespective of the fact that very dangerous
vonditions may have developed after the issue
of the permit but before burning had actnally
taken place. In the gathering of clover burr
seed, it is desirable to burn the ground first.
Rollers are then taken over it to pick up the
seed. The issne of these permits involves an
inspection of the land eoncerned, and many
loeal authorities have asked that they be per-
mitted to charge a fee for this inspection.

Provisions to cover these matters have
been invinded in the Bill.  Under the princi-
pal Aet, any person burning the hush within
two miles of a State forest is required to
natify the nearest forest officer if the burn-
ing is intended to take place between the
15th December and the 15th March. In
some vears, n considerable number of fires it
after the 15th March have escaped into State
forests, and it is desired to extend the period
doring which it is necessary to notify the
Forests Department, to the 1hth April. Re-
turns over n number of years have indicated
that traetors are frequently instrumental in
starling serious fires.

“COUNCIL.}

I know that on quite a few occasions the
railways have been blamed when tractors
have storted the fires. I personally have ad-
vocated that there should be a compulsory
fitting of adecuate spark arresters on trac-
tors. A strong demand has been made by
loeal aunthorities and farmers’ organisations
for the fitting of spark arresters and the
carrying of knapsack sprays on tractors tu
be ecompulsory, so that there will be a ready
means at hand to extinguish a fire before it
can eseape. Requests are still being received
for this amendment, and it conldd almost he
sald that the demand is unarimous.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: Youn cannot get
knapsack sprays.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is so, snd in tha!
case it is not likely the Minister wonld insist
an this provision.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: He would nrot
take action, but an ordinary person might.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: A conviction could not he
ehtained if a man tried to get what wax
necessary, but was unsuecessful. I am not
sure that a standard spark nrrester has been
evolved, but we see all sorts of them on
tractors.

Hon. L. A. Logan: A hit of flywire can be
rigged up.

The HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes. A man without s
spark arrester on his tractor in the summer
ought to be locked up.

Hon. T.. A, Logan: I have worked mine
for 13 vears without one.

The HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
1GRICULTURE: The tarmers howl
¢cnough if the railways do not do the righi
thing. If the farmers da not do the right
thing, there js a certain amount of excuse
for the railways. However, we want it both
wave. It will not come into force immedi-
ately the Bill is proclaimed, as it is renlised
that some considerable time must elapse be-
fore farmers ecan so equip their Eractors.
Standard-type spark arresters are obtain-
ahle locally, and there should be little diffi-
enlty in regard to supply. However, the
position will be carefully watched and every
opportunity given for compliance with the
Act hefore this particular section is en-
foreed.
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It was apparently the intention of the Act
to provide that fires burning on the lst Oc-
tober should be extinguished unless they con-
formed to the provisions of the Act whieh
permitted fires after that-date. It was found
that the words “conformity with the Aet”
vould be taken to cover almost any fire, and
the term was so wide that many fires which
it was intendegd should be extingunished were,
in fact, burning “in conformity with the
Aet.” I believe that many fires started at the
beginning of the summer—say, in Novem-
ber—have come from burning off ,opera-
tions which had been carried out during the
winter, T have always been inelined to take
the period back to prior to October unless
very strong precautions were taken.

Hon. A. L. Loton: If you put the period
back, how are you going t{o get your clear-
ing done?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It should be done with
very strong precautions. Many fires have
been cansed by stumps burning ueder-
ground. Amendments are, therefore, being
submitted to clarify the partieular section
of the Aet coneerned, and to ensure that
fires burning on the 1st Qctober are ex-
tinguished unless they conform to seetions
of the Aet which have now been specified.
It is proposed to give a local authority
power to carry ouf, at the request of the
owner or oecupier of any land, works for
the removal of fire danger, and to reeover
the cost of carrying out the request, The
purpose of this amendment is te enable
absentee owners or persons unable to do the
work to arrange for the loea]l anthority to
clean up property which would otherwise
constitute a fire menace,

1 know, in a road board area with which
T am con~erned, that some abandoned
properties have serub right up against the
road. In one case, we cannot find, the owner.
Under this amendment, the board will be
able to clean up that property. For some
vears past, it has been the practice to Te-
quest loes! anthorities to submit a return
showing partieulars of estimated fire losses,
with causes of fires oceurring in their dis-
triets. The maJorlty of loeal authorities have
eo-operated in every way, but unforfunately
the information desired has not been ob-
tained from all districts, approximately 70
per cent. only of the local authorities com-
plying, and se much of its valne has been
lost.
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These statistics, if they covered the whole
State, would be of great importance, as from
them it could be ascertained which distriets,
over n number of years, have a higher fire
hazard than others. It would also indicate
those areas where the prevention and con-
trol organisation was not operating as ef.
fectively as it might. Sir Charles Latham
should he interested in that. If later on we
found that in the Bruce Rock district the
bazard was not so very great, and also by
statistics that any fire was quickly put out,
there would be a very gdod argument for
the continuance of the measure for over two
vears. Possession of this information would
also enable efforts to improve the fire pre-
vention organisations to he directed where
they would be most benefieial.

Ii 15 therefore infended to make the sub-
mission of an annual return of fire losses 2.
requirement under the Act, When this re-
turn is available, it is proposed to pinpoint
all fires which oceur during the fire season
on n map at the department, This is done in
Victoria, and the information shown would
be most benefieial as an sid to help keep
fire losses to a minimum. If there were a
number of fires near a certain railway, for
instance, it would enable the department to
sheet home the blame, The section dealing
with general penalties for offences against
the Act has been re-writien and a minimum
penalty of one-tenth of the maximum has
been laid down.

Provision has also been made that when a
person has been convicted for an offence
against the Aet, any expenses incurred by
a bush fire brignde or other personsg in eon-
neetion with the offence, may be recovered
by applying to the same courf which econ-
victed the person concerned. At present the
application for these expenses must be made
separately to another court. The provision
in the Bill will not prevent applieation be-
ing made to another court, but will simplify
in the majority of cases, the existing proced-
ure. Finally, it has been provided that when
s person sets fire to the bush, complies with
al]l the provisions of the Bush Fires Act,
and is not negligent, then he shall not be
liable for damages arising from his action,

An amendment to the Bush Fires Aet was
introduced in 1936 but the then Minister,
Hon. M, F. Troy, would not agree to
it. I hope that the House will endorse
the Bill which is now hefore it. Surely if
a man does evervthing possible and has the
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reqaired number’ of persons avaitable, has
firebreaks and does not do anything which
is negligent, then he shoul@ not be eonvieted.
This is a good Bill and it will clear up a lot
of anomalies, We are particularly concerned
in regard to fires in country districts and
with the improvements of our pastures over
the last few vears, the firc hazard is greater
than at any other time in our history. Of
course, to offset that we have bush fire brig-
ades but the Bill is to simplify the problem
and surely prevention iz betier than cure.
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hop. J. A, Dimmiti in the Chair; the
Houorary Minister for Agrieulture in charge
of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 5:

Hon, SJR CHARLES® LATHAM: Wil
the Minister advise me why it is proposed to

delete the interpretation of the word
“Minister”?
The HONORARY MINISTER FOR

AGRICULTURE: 1 cannot give that
answer at the moment. I do not know why
it is dome,

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: Surely it is a
mistake.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I think the reason is that
it may be desirable to place the conirol of
the Bush Fires Aet under the jurisdiction
of the Minister for Agrienlture. .The Inter-
pretation Act sets out—

#¢Miniater’’ means the Minister of the
Crown to whom the administration of the Act

or enactment or the Part thereof in which the
term is uged is for the time being committed

by the Governor, and ineludes any Minister

of the Crown for the time being discharging
the duties of the office of the Minister.

1f Sir Charles Latham desires something
specific put in the Bill, then I am quite
agreeable, although Y consider it unneces-
sary. .
Hon. W, J. Mann: Then why do it at all?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICUTURE: In the Aect the “Minister”
referred to means the Minister for Lands but

[COUNCIL.]

now that it is to be taken out, the Interpre-
tation Aet will automatically caver it.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I would rather
see it in the Bill.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: When dealing with
another Bush Fires Aet amendment the
name of the Minister for Agriculture was
freely used gs having control of issuing
permits or granting loeal authorities certifi-
cates as to the proficiency of bush fire
brigades, That wounld seem as if it were
taken for granted that the Minister for
Agricutture is to be in charge of the Bush-
fives Aect.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Instead of taking
out the word “Minister” the words “of
Lands” should be taken out, It would then
read “Minister” only and the Interpretation
Act would eompletely cover the position.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment in the
Bill does not propose to delete the word
“Minister.” It proposes to delete the inter-
pretation of “Minister.”

Hon. SIR CHARLES LATHAM: It is
set out in all Aets what Minister shall be in
charge of that Aect,

The Chief Seeretary: It is absolutely
unnecessary. It is already covered by the
Interpretation Act.

Hon, STR CHARLES LATHAM: That
is all right for a lawyer but this Ael is
administered by local authorities as well as
the Minister in charge.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not think any
amendment is really neecessary. TUnder the
Interpretation Act wherever a Minister is
mentioned in an Aet it means the Minister
who for the time being is in eontrol of the
Act. In most Aets he is defined but appar-
ently it is not necessary and there is some
reason for taking it out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
clause will be retained so that we can delete
the interpretation of “Minister.” The Inter-
pretation Aet was passed to include defini-
tions of many terms and thus shorten the
provisions of Bills. Wherever “Minister”
appears, il means the Minister appointed
by the Qovernor, for the purpose. Some-
times jt js desired that a special Minigter
shall have control and then a definition fo
that effact i inserted in the particular meas-
ure. In this case it might be thought con-
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venient if the' Minister controlling fire
brigades took charge of the administration.
The deletion of the definition in the Aect
will leave it open to the Government to
determine which Minister shall administer
the Aect,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: After
hearing the explanation of the Chief See-
retary, I am satisfied that the Minister to
ndminister this Act should be the Minister
for Lands or the Minister for Agrieunlture.
I suggest the Minister for Agrieulture. I
know of the definitions included in the In-
terpretation Act, but we have included a
definition of “Minister” in many messnres.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: After the explanation of
the Chief Seeretary, the clause should be
retained. It might be desirable to band over
control to another Minister, and the deletion
of the definition from the Act will enable
that fo be done.

Clause put and passed,
Clause 4—agreed tfo.
Clause 5—Amendment of Section 9:

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The proposed new
Subsection (3a) (a) (i) refers to firebreaks
mentioned in Section 11, which lays down
the precantions to be taken when bush is
being burnt, and it is now proposed to re-
duce the firehreak from a width of 10ft. to
6ft. T have yet to learn that a 6ft, firebreak
is of mueh nse, especially when a fire gets
away. I move an amendment—

That subparagraph (1) of the proposed new
8ubseetion (3a) (a) be struck out.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I oppose the amendment.
Qver the years it has been found that a 6ft.
break is sufficient, especially as this will
apply only where the burning is being ear-
ried out hetween the farmer’s property and
the railway. I wonder wheiber the amend-
ment s in order, seeing that the greater
width will impose a heavy charge on the
revenue, I do not think that a fire has
ever broken away under these conditions as
there have always been plenty of men in
attendance.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Even with the
firebreaks now prescribed, we have had most
disastrpus fires in the eastern distriets.

The Henorary Minister for Agriculiure:
But they were cansed by sparks.
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The fact remains
that the fires occurred. Flames will jump a
greater width than 6ft, If members con-
gider that 6ft. is sufficient, I am sure they
will find out later on that it is not.

Hon. H. A, C. DAFFEN: T think Mr.
Baxter has in mind the time when the
ploughed break wag the sole means relied
apon to stop progress of a firc, The prac-
tieg today is to plongh a break on the out-
side also, and thus make even greater pro-
vision than 10ft,

Hon., H. TUCKEY: My experience is
that it does not matter whether the fire-
break is 6ft. or 10ft; under certain eondi-
tions a fire will cross it, I agree with the
Honorary Minister that 6ft. is a useful
break and provides an opportunity to burn
back and prevent the fire from spreading,
Many people do not provide breaks at all.
It is too mueh to expect a farmer to make
a 10ft. break. I would prefer to see two
small breaks with & strip burnt in between,
A 4ft. break will not stop a fire. The Rail-
way Department has done a good job with
regard to fire breaks, but we have been told
by the department that time and again the
farmers do not do their part in many dis-
tricts where the Railway Department has
complied with the regulations. We cannot
have it hoth ways. If we force the de-
pariment to provide 10ft. breaks it is only
reasonable to expect farmers to do likewise.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Actually it does not
matier whether the break is 4ft., 6ft. or
10ft.- That is not the finish of it; it is
only for the purpose of burning in between.
Myr. Baxter mentioned the fire in the eastern
distriets. I do not think that was due to
the width of any break. The sparks blew
over all the breaks.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: T thought it did. Where
did the sparks land?

Hou. . F. Baxter: In the railway hreak.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is rather surpris-
ing to me hecause I have never known of
any ratlway land that has not been burnt.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It was a had burn,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Then the fire was not
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on gecount of the width of the break but
becanse of g bad burn.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: With regard to
the fire we have been discussing, once the
sparks jumped on to the railway break, the
fire passed over the roads and over the 12ft.
break and caused considerable damage., One
men was burnt right out.

Amendment put and pegatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 6 and 7—agreed to.

Clanse 8—New Section 12A added:
Hon, A, L. LOTON: I move an amend-

ment-—

That in line 5 of proposed new Section 12A

the word ‘‘May’’ be struck out with a view
to inserting the word ‘‘Mareh’’ in lieu.
T fail to see why it is necessary to continue
this closed period late into the season till
May. By that time seeding is well under
way.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: There is some merit in
what My, Loton says, and I am prepared
to meet him half way. In Mareh there is a
certain amount of danger if a person should
happen to be stripping. Some people do
that, though it is not done often. I would
be prepared to agree to “April” being in-
serted in lieu of “May.”

Hon. A, L. Loton : T am agreeable to that.

Amepdment (to strike ont word) put and
* pasged. )

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment—

That the word ‘‘April’’ be inserted in leu
of the word struek out.

Amendment (to insert word)
passed.

Hon. A, 1. Loton: Could the Minister
tell me whether the fire extingnisher re-
ferred to in paragraph (a) is to be a
chemical extinguisher or a knapsack spray?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: T wounld not consent to
the nse of a chemical fire extinguisher. In
this instance “fire extinguisher” will mean a
knapaack spray.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: When they are pro-
rurable.

The - HONORARY MINISTER ¥FOR
_ AGRICULTURE: Yes. The provision will

pat and
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not be enforced until these sprays are avail-
able. I wonld have no objection to the in-
sertion of the words “knapsack spray" in-
stead of “fire extinguisher.”

Hon, C. F. Baxter: No, leave it open.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Yes; something
new may be developed.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Very well.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 9 to 16, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOH
AGRICULTURE (Hon. . B. Waod—East)
[1210]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

I have some comments submitted by the fire
brigades’ committee relating to the fire
extinguisher, which I would like to read for
Mr. Loton’s benefit. It is as follows:—

It has been considered best that the type
and capacity of the fire extinguisher to be
carried on a tractor should be left to regula-
tion. Undor the existing circumstances it ia
intended that a knapsack spray should be
carried on tractors, but it will be necessary
to engure that any applinnce used shall be
maintained in a condition to emsure that it
will be immediately effective.

1 think that leaves it more or less open; and,
a3 some hon. membsr said, something new
may be evolved and can then be used.

HON. A L LOTON (South-East)
[1212]: T would point out that there i
some difficulty shout carrying a knapsack
spray on & tractor. I do not know whethez
the Minister has tried to fit 2 spray and
emrry 1t efficiently on a tracior.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
No. .

Hop. A. L. LOTON: [} is more or lest
impogsible. If it is put on the footboard
one’s feet are in the way and the hose gets
kicked sbout. If it is earried on the machine
when one is harvesting, it ean bhe carried effi.
eiently; and in those eircumstances it is fm
easier for the operator to use the spray.

The Honorary Minister for Agrieulture:
Where do you carry it on the harvester?
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- Hoe. A. L. LOTON: On the platform.
It is put in a box with a cover over it. It
cannot be worked on a tractor.

- Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time end returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

1, Lotteries (Control) Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

2, Gold Buyers Act Amendment.
With amendments,

RILL—BULK HANDLING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the previons day of the debate on the
second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

In Committee, elc.
Bill passed through Committee wu;hout
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Assembly,

BILL—HOSPITAL BENEFITS
AGREEMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[12.20) in moving the second reading said:
I think this Bil! will commend itself to mem-
bers. It is necessary in order to ratify
the agreement with the Commonwealth
Government under which the Commonwesalth
pays 6s. per day for hospitalisation, the
amonnt now being increased to 8s. per day.
The Bill must be passed to give effect to
that increase, which will be of decided ad-
vantage to all hospitals, though it is still
far from sufficient. The agreement is set
out in the Schedule to the Bill, and is rather
lengthy, bat I am sure it will meet with the
approval of this House. The legislation
hes already been passed by the Common-
wealth Government and it is now necessary
for us to ratify it. The sooner that is done,
the better. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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HON. &. FRASER (West) [12.22]: §
hope, .now that the @State Government
has .contro] of priees, it will ensure that the
price- of hospitalisation is not increased to
an extent that will mean the public will
lose the benefit of the extra 2s.

_THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. E:
8, W. Parker—Metropolitan-Saburban—-
in reply) [12.23]: I understand that in the
past price control has been perhaps too
severe in this regard, and some private
hospitals have had to close down because
they could not make ends meet. That, of
course, may have been because they were
too small to be an economic proposition.
Prices will be closely watched, so that the
gick may receive effective hospitalisation.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SBECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
{12.27] in moving the second reading said:
The object of this Bill is to amend the
Health Act so as to enabie better control
to be effected in conpection with a number
of matters relating to preventive medicine,
such 'ag power to deal with eracked crockery
and wutensils in restauranis, which consti-
tate.a medinm for the spreading of disease.
It deals also with the regulating of indos-
trinl produets, such as wallpaper contain-
ing arsenic, cosmeties containing dangeroua
ingredients, and so on, which may be harm-
ful,

At present there is no power to deal with
pig swill, which is a likely souree of swine
fever and other diseases of pigs, Therefore
the control to be given by means of this
Bill is desirsble. No doubt the Honorary
Minister for Agricuwlture will be able fo
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give more detailed information in that
direction and as to the nrgent necessity for
this legislation. One of the main provisions
of the Bill will enable research to be under-
teken imto industrial diseases caunsed by
the deleterious effects of working in the
paint, cement and other similar industries.
Under the Bill power is taken for the com-
pulsory examination of employees, in order
to enable such research work to be done.

The Health Act at present prohibit.s'the
use of penielilin without a doctor’s preserip-
tion. Members will reeall that I referred
to that fact when dealing with the pharmaey
measure. When introducing that Bill I
mentioned that an amendment would be
made to the Health Aet, and this is that
amendment, As members know, penieillin
15 one of the most useful drugs used in
the treatment of masiitis in stoek. It will
readily be understood. how impossible it is
to secure a doctor's preseription for the use
of the drug for veterinary purposes, Power
is therefore sought that the Governor may
from time to time proclaim regulations to
exempt dny particular drug from the pro-
visions of the Health Act. As I have al-
ready told members, it has been reguinted
by the Pharmacy and Poisons Aet,

The National Medical Research Conneil
considers that the inerease in pre-natal
deaths and also the deaths of children short-
ly after birth is far too bigh and, due to
research into this matter, it is thought that
investization by post-mortem examinations
regarding pre-natal deaths would materially
assist in deciding the cause of death both
of stillborn children and those who die
shortly after hirth, Tt is the opinion of medi-
ca] authorities that such deaths resuit from
the same eauses. It is for this reason that
it is desired to have post-mortems of still-
born infants. Various local authorities have
been condueting immunisation eampaigns in
conjunetion with the Health Department.
There is no authority in the Health Act
enabling them to do so, and provision is
made in this Bill to authorise them to carry
on that excellent work., There are other
amendments which can more appropriately
be dealt with in Committee. As Sir Charles
has suggested, it might be advisable to ad-
journ the Committee stage of this Bil] till
later in the sitting to enable membera
more fully to appreciate its contents. For
the information of members T will go

. ”
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through the various clauses seristim, and
they will thus be more conversant with them.

Hon. A, Thomson: Which elause in the
Bill deals with men engaged in industrial
occupations?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will deal
with that matter now. Clause 3 provides
that cosmetics, absorbent cottonwool and
surgical dressings shall come within the
definition of “drug” and therefore be under
the control of the Commissioner. As mem-
bers can readily understand, cosmetics may
contain dangerous ingredients, or harmful
bacteria, such as fetanus germs,

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: What about
absorbent wool

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is all
the same.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: That is all
carefully wrapped by the wholesalers,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may be.
There is no question when absorbent wool is
carefully wrapped by a reputable firm, Nor
is there any questjon regarding the packing
of cosmetics and surgical dressings by a
reputable firm. But other firms put their
products on to the market now and again
and it is desired that there should be power
to comfrol them. Strangely eriough, in the
definition of “zanitary convenience,” baths
and wash-troughs are not included, althongh
last year sinks were. It is proposed to in-
clude haths and wash-troughs because it
has been found that they do require atten- .
tion, especially fhose that are used by a
large number of people. It does not mean
that the health authorities will enter a per-
son’s houmse to see that the bath conforms
to the health regulations, but it does give
them power to do sp if the occasion de-
mands. All members will agree that in some
portions of the City of Perth—might I put
it, in the slom areas?—it is advisable that
the health authorities shonld he permitted
to inspeet the bathing facilities for bouse-
holders,

Hon. L. Craig: In a private house?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course,
it means a private hoase, but the Health
Department will not worry very mueh about
private houses. In the same way, the police
do not arrest a drunk; they only run in an
objectionable drunk. There would be con-
siderable frouble if health inspectors start-
ed ingpecting private bathrooms without
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a reasonable and proper excuse. They
wounld heve eause to inspect them if, say,
my neighbour complained that there was a
dreadful stench eoming from my bathroom,
and T think it would be admitted that the
health inspector should investigate the
cause of it. The health inspector does nof
want to rush away to get a justice of the
peace to inspect this, that or the other.

Hon. W. J, Mann: Cannot he do that
now?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not with
bathrooms, but he can with drains. It is
necessary for the health of the people.
Llause 4 contains an amendment to Seetion
18. At present, the local authority has
power to dispose of night-soil and refuse,
but there is none regarding the disposal of
pig swill. The matter of pig swill will be
dealt with by the Honorary Minister, who
will tell the House that it has heen exten-
sively policed by the Department of Agri-
enlture and the City Council. It is a mat-
ter which we require to bring under the
Health Act so that it ean be dealt with pro-
perly. It is o source of danger to the pig-
producer.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What about new
paragraph (47a) dealing with the use of
damaged crockery? That is a matter that
urgently needs to be taken in hand.

~ The CHIEF SECRETARY: I men-

tioned that maiter earlier in my remarks.
Clause 5 gives the Governor power to make
regulations to prevent overerowding in
gongways, passages and aisles not In a
public highway, and for the prevention of
fires in buildings in which people are em-
ployed. It is also to seecure the public
safety and convenience. Il is proposed to
amend the section so that it will not only
inelode sl members of the public but all
other persons. For example, it will give
protection to all employees in bio-boxes in
theatres, because it is considered that em-
ployees are not members of the public
Clause 6 gives the Governor power to make
regulations requiring persons engaged in
preseribed industries to submit themselves
for periodical medieal examination. That
means that the regumlations will have o be
laid on the Table of the House.

Hon. H. Hearn: What industries have
they in mind? They must have some in
mind,

3421

The CHIEF SECRETARY: For in-
stance, the paint industry and the cement
industry, and might I suggest that possibly,
-and very probably, a factory where a lot of
people are employed and where there is
danger of T.B., being contracted.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: It might be in
a factory where there is a lot of dust.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: In a furniture fac-
tory, for example.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Undoubt
edly, where there is all that dust and saw-
dust, and with the employees swallowing
chips. Clanse 7 creates an offence for pub-
lishing false statements in an advertisement
relating to the contents or effects of patent
medicines, At present, the seetion does not
prevent such advertisements over the ait,
and it is desired that this should be so.

Hon. L. Craig: Nor coupons!

The CHIEF SECERETARY: Therefore,
the section is amended to prevent any false
statements being made over the air and
members will agree that this is in keeping
with scientific progress. Clanse 8 ereates
an offence of the sale or exposure of any
compound as a disinfeetant, germieide or
antiseptie without dlsclosmg on the lahel
the substance of the compound. It is de-
sired to include insecticides. This is con-
sidered desirable as many insecticides claim
to include D.D.T., and actually they may
not do so. I think it will be found that
no-one will purchase insecticides unless they
are branded as including D.D.T.

Under Clause 9, power is sought to make
regulations 1o prohibit. the manufacture,
sale or offering for sale of any wallpaper
or any paper used for wall covering or
wrapping food in which there is colouring
matter in excess of the quantity permitted.
This is to guard against peisoning. Where
there are small children, we all know they
are inclined to fear o piece of wallpaper
from the wall and suck it. It does not
matter that they have a little more dirt than
usual but it does matter if* there is any
colouring matter in the paper.

Hon. G. Bennetts; There is not much
wallpaper used now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That may he
so, but it is curious hew children discover
it. Power is also sought to prohibit the sale
for use for wearing apparel of textiles
which eontain arsenic or other deleterious
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matter or compounds. I understand that
some of these articles will not affect many
people, but they will affect some, and there-
fore it is said, “Very well, we will prohibit
their sale because they will affect some
people and give them dermatitis, which will
be passed on” We must protect the
public in that regard. It is also sought
to prohibit the sale of tubed nursing bottles
for infants’ food. These are considered highly
«objeetionable, It may surprise members to
Jnow that there are quite a number of
mothers, shall I say of the slum type, who
.are in the habit, when feeding their babies
with a bottle, of tying it to the wall with
@ long tube attached, leaving the infant to
feed itself, That in itself does not matfer
but what does matter is that they do not
vleanse the tube and hence the infant eon-
tracts a disease.

Hon. BE. M. Davies: It is a long time since
they were on sale.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 under-
stand they arc on sale every now and agsin,
When I was Minister for Health, it was
pointed out that that was so. It was an ex-
tensive practice.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They are used
with a glass tube right inside the bottle.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is not so
much the glasy tuhe but the rubber tube that
ig the danger. Regarding Claunse 11, there is
now power to make bylaws for isolat-
ing persons, houses, etc., and authority
is sought to include disinfecting. This
may become desirable in the event of
an outbreak of typhus, which is possible,
particularly owing to transport of persons
by sireraft from infected areas. Section 269
gives power fo proclaim that certain drugs
shall not be sold without a preseription by
a medieal practitioner, but there is no power
to remove a drug from the prescribed list.
Power is now songht to do so under Clause
11. Penicillin is one of these, and farmers
desire to purchase this drug for use for
stock. This is simply power to remove a drug
from the prescribed list. As penicillin is one
of these, it is now desired to remove that
from the list.

The next clause deals with midwives and
sets out that they must furnish reports, in
writing, of ea~h case attended, A form is
prescribed so that it will be filled in by the
midwife eoncerned. A new subsection is to
be added to the relative provision in the Act

[COUNCIL.]

requiring a similar report to be furnished by
the medical practitioner in attendance.
Power i also given to conduet o postmortem
cxamination ,on any stilibirth. The next
clause seeks to give authority to local gov-
erning bodies to conduct immunisation cam-
paigns, They have heen doing so in the past
and have carried out excellent work, but it
has been without statutory authority.

Hon. G. Bennetis: Do they want that
power’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes
Hon. E. H, Gray: Very much so.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think so,

Hon. E. M. Davies: But they do not want
to pay for it themselves,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Whatever they
do in that respeet is for the benefit of their
own ratepayers. The next clause deals with
Seetion 330, which imposes a duty on police
officers to demand the name and address of
any person commitfing a breach of the Act.
The intention is to impose the same duty
upon health inspectors, and I think members
will agree that that is quite proper.

Hon, A. L. Loton: Wil] you give a further
explanation of paragraph () of proposed
new Snbsection (6}7

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 have dealt
with that, There are a far greater number
of stillbirths and of deaths not long after
birth than some people imagine, and the an-
thorities are much congcerned about it They
desire to conduct a research with a view to
determining the explanation. The prineipal
way of conducting that research will be by
means of postmortems, and for that purpose
medical men will be specially appointed
where required. Quite obviously it would be
impracticable to do that in every distriet be-
cause doetors might have to travel long dis-
tances in order to earry out the dnties, and
in consequence the appointmenis will be
made in prescribed distriets and in sach
manner ag the Minister may decide. Last
session, when a Bill was introduced dealing
with the Health Act, great objection was
raised to it on the score that it was ap-
plicable to the counfry distriets. In this
instance it iz not intended to do that, but
it will apply to the larger centres where
more cases are likely to oceur., I remind the
House that the objeet of the clanse is merely
to enable the desired research to be earried
out with s view to avoiding a greater cal-
amity in the future
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Hon. H. Hearn: But it does mean the
compulsory surrendering of the stillborn
hody to the doctor?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Yes. It must
be remembered that at that stage the mother
will still be in bed, and I doubt whether
the father will be shown the child or would
desire to see if in such circumstances. It
is to avoid the unpleasantness of having to
ask the permission of the parents for a
postmortem fo be held that the provision is
incladed in the Bill. It ig certainly not a
pleasant doty to have to go to the parents
in such circumstancey. They would not
want to know of such a happening. Why
should they? This is being dome in the
interests of scienee and is not being pro-
posed as something to be undertaken willy
nilly.

The postmortems will be eonducted only
hy doctors specially appointed for that pur-
pose, and they will not be undertaken by
all and sundry. The doctor who attends
the birth is very often the man who should
nol be permitted to eonduet the postmortem,
which should be carried out by some inde-
pendent man. For instance, it might be
that the doctor had wrongfully msed an
jnstrareent on the mother, I do not sug-
mest that position arises by any means, but
that is a possibility. The death might have
heen dune to negligence on the part of the
midwife. The postmortem examination
wonld furnish the explanation. Under exist-
ing conditions when & stillbirth oceurs, the
doctor makes ouf the death cerfificate and
that is the end of it, No-one knows the
veason for the death.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Would you expect
one doctor to give away another?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the
idea of having independent medical men
appointed.

Hon, C. F, Baxter: At any rate, there has
heen only one serious instance in this State,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I agree.
Nevertheless the very fact that such legis-
lation is on the statute book will tend to
make those concerned more careful, par-
ticularly when they know that a postmortem
examination will be made. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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- THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B, Wood—East)
[12,507: T have pleasure in seconding the
motion for the second reading of the Bill
because 1 am particularly interested im
two of its eclauses. The first is the one
thal contains n reference to penicillin,
which drug has been used with tre-
mendously beneficial results in the dairy-
ing industry. That applies particularly
to the prevention and cure of mastitis.
Under existing conditions, it is very difficult
for dairy farmers to secure the supplies of
the drug that they require without going
to considerable trouble to procure the re-
quisite order. That very often necessitates
the lapsing of a period between the
discovery of the disease and when appliea-
tion ecan be made to a veterinary snrgeon
or medical man for an order to procure the
penieillin, that is very detrimental to the
eow concerned,

Under the Bill, the availability of peni-
aillin will he made much easier and it is
hoped that any cow affected with the disease
will be more promptly cured. The amend-
ment embodied in the Bill is most desirable
and it is advisable that the dairymen should
be able to make full use of this wonderful
discovery, which has not been available to
them in the past as liberally as it should
have been, The other matter that coneerns
me is the disposal of pig swill. Members
will recollect the outbreak of swine fever
some years ago. At that time it was proved
definitely that the fever had been trans-
ferved to the pigs in swill, and particu-
larly in the rind of hacon.

Hon. L. Craig: Of imported bacon.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is corvect.’ The ex-
perts say there is still doubt as to the desir-
ahility of feeding untreated swill to pigs.
I can assure members that there is no hard-
ship involved in its treatment. At present
one large factory or treatment works can
deal with an enormous amount of pig swill,
while some smaller ones that have been
established in the metropolitan ares can deal
with lesser quantities. The officers of the
Agricultural Department bave experienced
considerable diffienlty in policing the trans-
fer of pig swill from places in the city to
the treatment plants. As a result of dis-
eussions that took place, the co-operation
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hetu:een the Perth City Council and the
Agrieultural Department should prove satis-
factory.

We have come to an agreement to have
the Act amended as indicated in the Bill
with a view to giving the City Couneil
power to control pig swill just as it does
night soil at present, and that should tend
to overcome the diffienlty. The Bill provides
for the granting of licenses by the depart-
ment to those coneerned and the authorities
will not grant r license to any individual
unless satisfied that he is the proprietor of a
proper treatment plant. If a person is
licensed, the City Council will allow him to
cvollect the pig swill from a hospital or hotel
and the guantity each licensee will be allow-
¢ to handle will be in proportion to the
vapacity of his plant. A small one may
he able to treat two tons & day whereas a
large plant would be capable of handling 20
tons.

This amendment is desirable because the
anthorities are most concerned about the
proper treatment and disposal of pig swill.
Every preparation has been made to deal
with the sitvation and as soon as the legis-
lation is agreed to, action can be taken. I
understand that at Fremantle pig swill is
being turned into manure. Persomally, 1
think its food vaiue is too great for it to
be turned into manure, but that is for the
Fremantle people to determine. The main
point is that in future swill will not be
available to the producers unless first
treated.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, debate ad-
journed till a later stage of the siiting.

’ Sitting suspended from 1.0 to 2.15 p.m.

BILL—GOLD BUYERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Asgembly's Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments made by the
Assembly now eonsidered.

In GCommittee.

Hon. G. Fraser in the Cheir; the Honor-
ary Minister for Agriculture in charge of
the Bill. . 1

No. 1. Clanse 12, page 3-—Delete para-
graph {c).

[COUNCIL.)

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I consulted the Minister
for Housing, who was in charge of the Bill
in another place, about this amendment. He
considers it would be very hard to imple-
ment the paragraph. Goldfields members
should support me. If we delete this para-
graph, it will make the provision less re-
strictive. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’
amendment agreed to,

No. 2. Clause 17, page 5—Delete para-
graph (b).

The CHAIRMAN: I might mention, for
the information of members, that paragraph
(b} sought to be deleted by the Assembly
is the paragraph (¢} appearing in the Bill
as originally introduced here.

The HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not feel inclined to
agree to this amendment. We had con-
siderable debate on the matier, and we were
told it was very hard for the gold stealing
detection staff to get convietions. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: We should agree
to the amendment. This is against British
justice.

Hon, H. TUCKEY: This would be an
extraordingry power to give to the police.
It is not justice. This will allow a man to
be arrested and convicted without prior
knowledge that' he was in possession of gold.

Question put and negatived; the Assem-
bly's amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and A message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
. Assembly’s Message.

) Message from the Assembly received and

read notifying that it had agreed to amend-

ments Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 made by

the Council, and had disagreed to No. 1. °

In Commitiee.
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.
No. 1—Clause 4: Page 2, new Section
9A—TIngert after the word “any” in line
30, the words “qualified coal.”
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The CHAIRMAN: The
reason for disagreeing ig—

In view of the serious shortageoof coal
inining engineers, there might be periods
when no such engineer would be available, and
in order that the Coal Mines Advisery Board
should not cease to function, the services
of one of the State Mining Engineers should
be available as Acting Chief Coal Mining
Engineer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Assembly’s

The object of this amendment was to pro-
vide that no-one but a man with coalmining
experience should be acceptable, The pro-
posal is thet it shall be a temporary appoint-
ment only and the Government will ob-
viously have the best man available in the
service to do the job while the coalmining
cngineer is away. Rather than be compelled
to appoint some person who has mercly the
qualificatians and may be does not have the
experience of coalmining, the Government
should be in a position to appoint the per-
son whom it considers to he most suited.

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: I endeavoured fo
make sure that we would have a qualified
coalmining engineer in the position and that
was the reason for my moving to have the
Bill amended when it was previously before
the Committee. However, as those amend-
ments-were defeated and in view of the fact
that the appoiniment is to be of a tempor-
ary nature only, I do not intend to press
for our amendment.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I hope the amend-
ment will be insisted upon. The idea of the
Bill is to put the control of coalmining into
the hands of qualified men and for that pur-

pose lectures on eoalmining are eonducted,

at Collie. Coalmining is a separate and a
distinet branch with its own qualifications
and if we agree to the Assembly's request
we will be destroying the principle of the
Bill.

Hon. L. CRAIG: T am salisfied that this
elanse deals with a temporary agreement
only. It is nothing to do with permanent
appointments. It may be that the ecoal-
mining engineer takes sick or is compelled
to leave the State on business. The Minister
must have cerfain latitude in appointments
of this deseription and I think it wounld he
unreasonable to inmsist npon our amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.
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Resolution reported, the report adopted
snd a message accordingly returmed to the
Assembly. .

BILL—LAND SALES CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT.

\ Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read potifying that it had disagreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 8).

Second Reading.

Debate vesumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

HON. J. & HISLOP (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [2.45]: In many ways this is
a' most acceptable Bill, beeause it brings
under direction many matters that have long
sinee needed control. I commend it to the
House because it has features that should
be regarded as desirable by everyone, Each
one of us has seen in cafes and restaurants
where food is supplied to customers,
damaged vessels and cups, For many years,
it has been regarded as something that could
not be avoided because of war-caused diffi-
calties. We must not allow that to become
the standard of our health laws and we
should insist in future that all drinking
vessels are whole, In the circumstances, 1
think evervone will see the wisdom of that
provision, ’

Then there is another that deals with
regulations requiring proprietors of pre-
mises to take the necessary precaufionary
measures to deal with rodents. Within our
State, rat-borne diseases have become more
and more prevalent as the years have passed,
and it is decidedly essential that foodstuffs
should be protected and kept free from
rodents. Then again, the Bill will give much
more control over sanitation in conneetion
with public places than is apparent today.
Most of us must have noted how the sani-
tarvy conveniences in football grounds and
such places are being improved these days,
and the provision in the Bill will assist in
that direction.

Hon, H. Tuckey: Do not the authorities
possaes that power already?



3426

Hon. J. G, HISLOP: They are doubtful
about the extent of their powers, and I am
not prepared to say just what those powers
%ctually are, From a talk I had with the
Commissioner of Publie Health zome
months ago, I ascertained that the regula-
tions required considerable tightening up.
Anything that can be done in that direction
to deal with sanitation matters is well worth
while. One provision that may be regarded
with some interest is that which will enable
the Governor to make regulations requiring
persons in preseribed industries to submit
themselves for periodical examination, The
view has been expressed by some that the
intention is that employees ean be called
up for examination purely with the idea
of investigating the effect the industry in
which they may be working bas upon their
health.

From a discunssion I had with the Com-
misgioner of Public Health some time ago,
I am certain it is not so much from that
standpoint as from the fact that certain
communieable diseases are such that workers
in industry should not be allowed, while
suffering from them, to carry oun in that
industry. I refer particularly to the handling
of smallgoods and foodstuffs. People suf-
fering trom skin rashes or other eommuni-
cable complainta should not be allowed to
work ip an industry where there is any pos-
sibility of their infecting others. The Bill
will permit the first stages of an inquiry
to be made, and this will {ake the form of
ihe examination of such people. But I doubt
if we can go to the extent of saying that
some of those people shall not be allowed
to continue in their oceupations.

It js a good plan to move step by step,
and if we start by making the investigation,
then we can at a later stage consider apply-
ing the remedy that may be so- essential.
There are other clauses that tighten up the
provision regarding the use of harmful
drugs in industry. That is another wise
step. Then the final portion of the Bill re-
prescnts a modification of the measure that
was before us last session concerning the
investigation of still-births. I am nof par-
ticularly enamoured of the clanses in the
Bill dealing with that subject but neverthe-
less I regerd them as a step in the right
direction, When the legislation was before
us last year, I said—

The best way of handling an inquiry of this
aort is to appoint a young man who is at-

[COUNCIL.]

tempting to qualify himself as a specialist
in some particular gection of medicine and,
by some emolument, allow him to undertake
an investigation on a scientific basis.

If the provisions in the Bill were adopted,
the investigations would supply the Com-
missioner of Public Health and his depart-
ment with a certain amount of information,
but not to the extent that would be so if the
inquiry were earried out by a young medieal
practitioner who would embody the results
of his investigations in a thesis to qualify
him for a higher degree. In States where
medical sehools have progressed it has been
because they have the ability to appoint lee-
turers at half-time salaries or less so that
they can devote themselves to the study of
a partienlar specialised subject in which they
desire to practise and, at the same time,
to earry out their inquiries and present the
results in a thesis for their degree.

The matter of stillborn births would be
much more effectively investigated were some
sueh plan to be adopted, At any rate, the
Bill provides a start because it will enable
the Commissioner to make the special ap-
pointments of medical practitioners to con-
duet postmortems and so further the investi-
gation of this subjeet. I trust that the de-
partment will take some mnotice of the sug-
gestions that have now been made on two
successive occasions, I regret that the Bill
does not go a little further and enable steps
to be taken to provide a sterility elinie. If
we desire population in this country, there
can be no better population than that de-
rived from parents who have already be-
come Australians or are Australian-born. It
is surely better to inerease our population by
means of our own people than by intro-
ducing migrants from abroad.

There are many people in Austra'ia—I
would not care to state the numb:r of sterile
marriages, but it is quite high—who are
without children snd the proposed inquiry
into stillbirths shounld throw econsiderable
light on the subject. The number of people
who cannot produce a family and are wait-
ing to adopt a child is surprising. They
express disappointment at the length of
time thet must elopse before'they can secure
one for adeption. There is a biz work to
be done by the anthorities in that direction,
and I hope the departmert wil] take into
consideration the advisability of establigh-
ing a sterility clinie, SR
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In the United Stajes of America, where
the problem iz not ome of population but
rather one concerning the increased popula-
fion, much more thought is given {o the
sterility aspect than iz spparent in Austra.
lia where population is g0 urgently needed.
Last year, it was my privilege to see in
plaees like Philadelphia and Boston the bio-
logical assay departments that have been
attached to hospitals there and to note the
tremendous progress that has been made, It
is practieally impossible to carry out the
work I refer to without a laboratory of that
descriplion. I hope the Bill is to he re-
garded purely as a step towards a more
complete investigation of this subject. I
commend the Bill to the House and suggest
that, by agreeing to its provisions, we shall
confer a benefit upon the Health Depart-
ment and indirectly upon ourselves.

One feature of the measure that I espe-
- cially like is that which will give the depart-
ment control with regard ‘to advertising
over the air. Bome statements regarding
patent medicines that I have listened to £l
me with horror. Apparently they gre sold
on the bagis that they are a cure-all for
every disease known to mankind. TUnsus-
pecting people are lured into purchasing
such lines, whereas the medicines have no
real basis of eure at all. Tf the effect of
the Bill will be to enable the department to
make those eoncerned stand up to it and
prove their statements, the result will be
beneficial to all concerned.

HON. 6. FRASER (West) [257]: I
have no objection fo the Bill, but it contains
one or two elauses that chould receive some
consideration. Dealing with the provision
coneerning the cxamination of employees in
industry, I place 2 different interpretation
upon it than that indicated by Dr. Hislop
who sugeested it would deal with persons
handling foodstuffs. That was a new point
of view to me. I would like the Minisfer
to indicate whether thai phase is real'y in-
cluded. I thought that the preseribed in-
dustries would be those where paint, for in-
stanee, was handled and that it was from
the standpoint of the effect of such work on
the health of the employees that they would
be subjeet to periodicel examinations. I
thought it would apply to indusiries where
there is a lot of dust or fumes, such as in
¢onnection with paint or furniture manu-
factore,
The Chief Secretary: Or baking.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes. I hope the
Minister will tell us whether Dr. Hislop’s
view is correct. At any rate, after the flrst
stage bas been dealt with, that of carrying
out investigations, careful eonsideration will
have to he given to the positive action to be
taken subsequently. Another small point
about which I would like some information
refers to the reference to toys. I do not
know how that provision could be enforced.
I do not koow to what toys it wounld apply
unless it would be to small ones like those
in Easter Eggs, which may contain a little
teddy bear, for instance, among the lollies.

The Chief Secretary: Some toys are
painted with paint that is deleterions to
health.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am referring to
toys which contain lollies. I did not quite
understand what the Minister ssid, when
introducing the Bill, regarding Clause 11.
It is proposed fo release penicillin from &
doctor’s order?

The Chief Secretary: Yes, penicillin is
now dealt with in the pharmacy Act.

Hon. G~ FRASER: Previously it was not
possible to obtain penicillin without a
doctor’s order and much hardship resulted
in eonsequence. We do not desire that
people shonld use pericillin indiserimin-
ately and so become inured to the drug, be-
eause otherwise, if they become seriously ill,
the drug will not be effective. The Bili
deals with many matters, mosi of whieh are
well understood and will, when the measure
passes, be for the benefit of the public. I
refer particularly to the clause dealing with
crockery in eating houses. Some of the
crockery supplied in eating houses is dis.
graceful. If the Bill will have the effect
of remedying that position, it will achieve
good results. T have pleasure in support-
ing the second reading.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [3.3]: I
snpport the second reading, Clause 22
seeks to add another section to the
principal Aect, That section will require any
local authority to provide for the. im-
munisation of persons against diphtheria
and other diseases, the cost to be met from
the annual health rate collected by the local
authority. This provision would result in
hardship as far as Kalgoorlie iz concerned,
The health rate there is only 6d. in the &£
I should like to have an assurance from
the Chief Seeretary that, if the Bill passes,
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the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council will be
allowed to continue its present practice. It
obtains the serum from the Health Depart-
ment and the people may have it injeeted
by their own doctor. This saves the couneil
expense, We know that the provision will
entail a certain amount of expense, but we
feel we should not be called upon to bear
the whole of it,

The provision relating to eroekery is
pleasing to me. Dr. Hislop dealt with this
subject, which t¢ my mind is a serions
one. Only a few weeks ago I ecame across
un outstanding exsmple. At this partieu-
lar place the price of a cup of tea had been
raised from 3d. to 5d., and we were served
cups without handles, but with big cracks,
That was at the refreshment room at Chid-
low. I cannot say whether the President
was there on that occasion, but other Gold-
fields members were. I intended to make
a complaint to the Railway Department,
but the other members advised me against
that, and so I let the matter drop. On the
return to Kalgoorlie, similar eups were
<erved to us, but on this oceasion they had
handles, ' '

I am mueh concerned abont this matter.
My eldest son, when travelling to the East-
ern States during the war, had a eup of tea
at Beaumont in South Australia. He con-
tracted a mouth disease and whilst  at
Finchhaven suffered from it for some 12
wmanths, Cracked gnd chipped crockery is
also used in restaurants on the Goldfields.
We instructed our health inspector to in-
spect these restaurants and, as I was a mein-
her of the health committee of the council,

I accompanied him. We inspected one or -

two places, with the result that the in-
spector took mction against the proprietors
to foree them top renew their erockery. 1T
heard a member objecting to the inerease
in the price of a cup of tea, but it is hetter
to pay a little extra to get elean crockery
and to know that one is not in danger of
contracting & disease of the mouth,

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) {38]: I
desire to express my appreciation of the
valuable contribufion made by Dr. Hislop
to this debate, and also of the other eon-
tributions he hag made to similar debates
during the session. They are of immense
value to members. I support the Bill, but
I think we should faee up te what is re-
quired in connection with restaurants in the

[COUNCIL.)

metropolitan area, in country towns and on
the Goldfields. Many of these esteblish-
ments are conducted by aliens. 1 have no
objection to aliens, but must say that their
standard of cleanliness is much below oury
and that leads to their not observing the
regulations.

I know of shops where a piece of white
paper, about 5 inches square, is used to
wrap up two or three lbs. of dressed fish.
This parcel is then again wrapped in news-
paper, not from a newspaper office, but dis-
carded newspaper. I protested to one shop-
keeper. He looked surprised and said that
he had eomplied with the regulations. I ve-
plied, “No, you have not.” If one goes into
a store run by our own people, say Boans or
Foys, it will he observed that they con-
seientiously obey the health regulations. T
think the health authorities should be more
alert in insisting upon compliance with the
regulations.

The handling of our food could be im-
proved. After listening to Dr. Hislop, T
am more than ever convineed that we are
well hehind the times in this respect. I have
noticed the condition of the vans of a firm
that deals in foodstuffs and am disgusted
at the lack of observance of hygieme. T
shall not mention the firm’s name, as that
would not be fair, but the health inspector
knows the firm. The firm is a good one and
fair to its employees; it supplies good food-
stuffs, hut its handling methods are over
40 years hehind the times. It should be
compelled to deliver its produects under hy-
gienie conditions, I do mnot quite under-
stand the reference that has been made to
Clause 9. What is more dangerous? Wall-
paper for decorating houses, or ordinary
paint that has become old and may got on
children’s hands?

Hon. L. Craig: Wallpaper
arsenic to keep out moths.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Government is to
be commehded for bringing in this Bill. I
support the second reading,

contains

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [3.13]:
Generally speaking, I intend to support the
Bill. There are one or two phases on which
I should like to express my opinion. On
the question of regulating the collection and
disposal of pig swill, it appears to me that
whilst provision is made for the collection
of pig swill, nothing is provided in the Bill
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as to bow the swill is to be treated. [ believe
the Department of Agrienlture has promul-
gated regulations prehibiting the feeding of
swill to swine unless it has been cooked
under not less than 40 lbs. steam pressure.
PPossibly the point is covered by some other
Act or regulation. I hope it is, as 1 am
opposed to the feeding ‘of swill to pigs.

Hon. L. Craig: Even if it is treated?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Yes, because, in
my opinion, although the swill fed to pigs
might be edible, in many instances it is
merely filth. It is wrong to feed an animal
on such food if the animal is eventually to
be used for human eonsumption,

The Honorary Minister for Agrieulture:
That has nothing to do with this Bill. Pro-
vision is made elsewhere to cover that point.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I admit that, but
I take this opportunity of replying to some-
thing suggested by the Honorary Minister.
He stated that” the Fremantle Council in-
tended to utilise swill for the making of
manure.

The Honorary Minister for Agneultme
[ do not object to that.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: No, but the Hon-
nrary Minister said that in his opinion swill
had a greater value as feed for pigs and
that ils use as manure was wasteful,

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
I praised the couneil for what it is doing.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: It may be the
opinion of some members, hut personatly,
whether it is wasteful or not, I think
the swill could be put to better nse in com-
bining it with sewage sludge as an activator
for eomposting municipal garbage. 1 do not
wish to be lured into a debate on composting
at this junecture, &s members might not
appreciate it, but I am disappointed
that the Honorary Minister thinks it
would be a waste to use swill for the manu-
facture of manure.

The Honorary Minister for Apgriculture:
I said T thought better use econld be made
of it.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: The Honorary
Minister should be interested in this method
of composting municipal garbage.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
T am, but whai about feeding the pigs when
wheat s so dear?
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Hon. E. M. DAVIES: There are many
things that can be fed to pigs They are
fed on skim milk and apples, in the South-
West—

Hon. L. Craig: Apples are not food

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I am disappointed
that the Honorary Minister is not a strong
supporter of the eomposting of municipal
garbage.

The Honorary Minister for Agrielture:
I enlogised the council for what it had done.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: The Honorary
Minister said he intended to open up light
land for agricultural purposes and I would

‘point out that we have gone on for too long

taking everything out of the soil and put-
ting nothing back,

The Honorary Minister for Agmculture
The pig swill of Fremantle would not o
very far in that direetion.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Pig swill with
sewerage sludge and municipal garbage
would form a compost that ~would put
humos bark into the soil and prevent some
of the eresion that is occurring. I hope the
Honorary Minister will take a keener in-
terest in' the composting of garbage in the
future than ke has in the past. When the
Bill is in the Committee stage I will ask the
opinion of the Honorary Minister about
the provision relating to plunge baths and
showers, The Bill does not state definitely
whether the hounseholder will be responsible
te in¢lude a plunge bath as well ag a shower
recess.

In proposed new Section 318A the ques-
tion of local authorities providing immunis-
ation against diphtheria, whooping cough,
tetanus and so on is dealt with. The local
authorities already—particularly in the Fre-
mantle district where I think this wae
pioneered—are attending to the immunisa-
tion of children against such ecomplaints. In
Fremantle, where this has been done for
about ten years, thers is a committee repre-
senting five local-authorities. When I advo-
cated in iLis House immunisation against
whooping cough, the Chief Secretary, who
‘was then Minister for Health, said whooping
cough was not a notifiable disease and there-
fore could not be brought under control.
The local authorities can keep some check
on notifiable diseases, but it would be diffi-
cult to keep a check on cases of whooping
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cough, because in many esses the parents do
not even obtain the services of a medical
practitioner.

"While I have no objection to local health
authorities being given power to immunise
children agsinst certain complaints, I feel
that the more power given to them in this
regard, the greater will be the expense in-
volved. Mr. Bennetts mentioned that the
health rate at Kalgoorlie was 6d., but the
maximum provided by the Act is 9d. If
loeal authorities are saddled with the ex-
pense of all these prophylactic measures,
the time will come when the maximum rate
will have to be inereased. The preservation
of child life is of national importance and
a matter in which the State should actively
interest itself, so I do not think the loeal
authorities should have to find all the peces-
aary finance. The taxpayers of the State
should be called upon to make a contribu-
tion in this regard. I trust that during the
parliamentary recess the Minister will give
this matter further consideration and that
the subsidising of local authorities in this
regard will be gone into. I support the
second reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
5. W. Parker—Mectropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [3.23]: I was pleased to hear Dr.
Hislop refer to sterility, There is no doubt
that sterility is a terrible thing for a young
married couple, as the essential enjoyment
of life, of course, is to be got only ﬂfrough
a home and children. The Government
shonld take this matter in hand provid-
ing a clinie, 2nd no doubt consideration will
be given to that question, Mr. Davies men-
tioned the expense of immunisation. T think
he will agree that the Fremantle City Goun-
¢il wonld be able td immunise the children
in that area more cheaply than ecould the
Health Department.

Hon. E. M. Davies: I want a subsidy.

. The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.

member suggested that the taxpayers gen-
erally should pay for it, but in that case it
would be a matter for the eentra] authority.
Ag it is, the central authority has said thal
the municipalities ran do the work meore
cheaply and efficiently and that the people
who actnally enjoy the service in the area
concerned should pay for it. Otherwise, the
residents of Fremantle might find them-

[COUNCIL.]

selves paying for an outbreak of some com-

plaint at Kalgoorlie,
Hon. E. M. Davies:

mantle and distriets,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The local
anthority is able to do the work more
cheaply and perbaps more thoroughly. Im-
munisation saves loeal authoritics a consid-
erable sum of money, as they have to pay
a proporiion of the cost of hospitalisation
of those who enter the Infections Diseases
Hospital,

Hon. A. Thomson: You are passing the
buck to the local authorities,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I is nat
that, but the lecal authorities are better able
to do the work.

Hon. L. A. Logan: And they have always
wanted to do it

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I was sur-
prised at Mr. Bennetts saying he would
rather put people in hospitala than put
someone else in the blue. T think he should
have put that someone else in the blue when
he found these dreadful cups, which were
liable to put other people into hospital, be-
ing used. [Under the Bill no-one will have t
be pot in the blue, becanse I trust that
when its provisions come into operalion
eracked utensils will not be used.

I referred to Fre-

Question put and passed,
Bil] read a second time,

In Committee.

Hon. J, A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chiel Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Amendment of Section 133:

Hon, A. THOMSON: I would like some
information from the Chief Secretary on
this clause. I agree that the local authorities
should prevent any unregistered person
from ecollecting pig swill. Mr. Davies gave
some interesting information about the ecom-
posting of swill, but there are people who
think swill should he turned into a useful
pig food, and possibly & poultry food alse.
There is a serious shortage of bhran and
pollard at presenf, which is affecting the
poultry growers. I would like the Honorary
Minister to give some information as to
when something is likely to be done about
turning pig swill into a useful produet.
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The HONCRARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: 1 thought I had done
that but perhaps Mx. Thomson was not
here. (Ureat progress has been made in
this State, particularly in Perth, regard-
ing the treatment of pig swill. I have
devoted a great deal of time and made in-
vestigations as to what is done with pig
swill in England and other parts of Aus-
tralis., 1 am pleased to say that we lead
the way in Australin regarding the treat-
ment of pig swill.

A man at Rivervale has spent £3,000 or
£4,000 in the establishment of the most
up-to-date treatment works in Australia.
Of course, we have treatment works at Mid-
land Junetion but it is not desiruble to
have them near the gbattoirss This man
has a piggery of 1,800 pigs attached to
his works and he is producing valuable pig
teed. He wants to go further than that
and today he is in Vietoria inquiring into
the turning of pig swill into a dry feed
#0 that it ean be exported anywhere. I am
rather prond to have been associated with
the establishment of this place.

Hon. A. Thomson: What is the man’'s
IJw.mo'.' .

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Ferguson. He is a man
whe is also interested in other things.

Hon. L. Craig: Big business!

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes. Up to 15 months
ago, about the time T took over the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the whole of the pig
swill from Perth was buried at Floreat
Park, which was a wicked waste and I im-
mediately songht to have it put to some
use, Today, Mr. Ferguson can treat what
previously was wasted and some of the
balanee is going to small piggeries on the
outskitfs of Perth. There is no monopoly,
hut a man with a large plant sueh as this
can deal with the swill more cheaply. He
employs 26 men and it is a most inleresting
place to visit.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Regarding para-
graph (47¢}, I would like some elucidation
as to whether this Bill will foree upon
loeal authorities the power to compel house-
holders to install a plunge bath as well as
a shower bath or whether it is understood
to mean a plunge bath with a shower
attached. I do not want people to be

. of sterility within Australia.

3431

forced to install a plunge bath with a
shower recess, although that is a modern
trend. There are, however, houses that
have been built for a number of years that
do not lend themselves to these faeilities. '

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This para-
graph ouly provides that they ean make
reservations as to those things, They will
not make regulations to say, ‘‘You must
have a plunge bath and a shower recess.’’
AL present a person is bound to have a
wash basin in the house but this is only
to provide that it a person has a shower
bath there shall be an adequate water sup-

ply.
Clanse put and passed.
Clanses 5 to 11—ugreed to.

Clause 12—Amendmnent of Seetion 314:

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I wish to emphasise
the need for Lhis sort of thing, to impress
upon the Minister that this is enly por-
tion of the requirements and to quote a
short paragraph regarvding the imeideuce
This is an
extract from Chapter VIII under the head-
ing of ‘‘To what extent is sterility re-
spensible for the deelining birth rate?'’
from a book eatitied **Women and Child-
ren First’’ by V. H. Wallace. 1% Teads—

Unfortunately there are many married
women who are most anxioue to have child-
ren, but who cannot succeed in becoming
pregnant. Mr, A, E, Mander, who has a
flair for analysing official atatistics, gives
us in his book ‘‘Something to Live For,''
page 101, the following approximation which
refer to our Australian population:--

Twenty per cent. of marriages remain
childless.
Twenty-two per cent. result in one child.

Twenty-four per cent. result in two
children.

Thirty-four per cent. result in three or
more {average 4%%) children. This
means that, of all married ecouvples
of this generation, 66 per ceat.
average only about one ehild per
conple, The remaining 34 per cent.
of them average four or mere child-
ren per couple.

He then adds the words, ‘* What a danger-
ous state of affairs is revealed by these
fieures!’’ I eonsider the Government
would be doing & great service to this State
if it ealled for an inquiry inte the methods
for the provision of a sterility elinie. I do
not mean a elinic to advise on birth eon-
trol but one which will be set aside for

-
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assisting married couples whose marriage
has remained barren.

Hon, A. L. LOTON: T move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of the clause the following

words be added:—‘‘but only with the con-
sent of the parents.’’
My objeet is that the Commissioner
or the doctor cannot take a still-born child
for research purposes without the parents’
consent. It is not one man that is to he
specifically detailed to make these investi-
gations, and for that reason I am opposed
to the Commissioner or a doetor taking the
body for examination purposes without the
vonsent of the parents.

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: This amendment
would destroy the whole of the Bill, If we
are to make inguiries into still-births then
the whole of the popnlation must be pre-
pared to assist, I would go further, I would
make it essential to hold a postmortem in-
quiry into every death.

Hon. A. L, Loton: More money for the
doetors.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: In every instance
where that is done the official who is ap-
pointed is a full-time salaried doector. We
have laboured for a long time in this State
because of the viewpoint that the post-
mortem examination of a person must only
be done after obtaining the consent of the
relatives. Many times a postmortem that
would have been of tremendous benefit to
the profession and therefore, directly to the
pubtic, has been refused us becanse we have
been unable to obtain the consent of the
relat ve. In Victoria, for exemple, there is
a scet’on in the Anatomy Aet which pro-
vid:s that any person dying in a public in-
stituti-n shall be submitted to a postmortem
exam nation unless relatives lodge a eom-
plai- + but here we have to aetvally request
for a postmortem.

H n. H. L. ROCHE: It seems to me that
our medical profession and scientific gentle-
men :ve prepared to take this sort of thing
so fur that they are imposing on the liberty
of {h~ subject to an exiraordinary degree.
I st'll think that the parents should be con-
sultr? before a hody is treated as a guinea
pig’s, even if & postmortem might be for
the rood of the race. I cannot understand
why wr, who have some regard for family
life, ‘'ould adopt such a provision.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. (. FRASER: If a c¢hild were three
or four years of age and a medieal man
would not certify the cause of death, a post-
mortem would be ordered. Yet objection i«
taken to a postmortem being performed on
the body of a still-born child.

Nen. . L. Roche: Why should not the
parents be consulted?

Hon, G. FRASER: T believe that 98 per
cent. of the parents would agree,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Then you do not
nnderstand homan nature.

Hon, G. FRASER: Perhaps 1 should say
that a large percentage would agree. There
might be a particular case where a post-
mortem was especially desired by the de-
partment and that might be the case where
the parents would refuse.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And the opportenity
for research would be lost.

Hon, G. FRASER: Yes.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I can con-
ceive of nothing more cruel or horrible than
to ask the parents to permit a postmortem
on the body of a still-born child. The mother
would be distracted and the father little
better. To ask those parenis in a cold-
blooded way for permission to conduct a

JPpostmortem would be quite wreng. I sup-
pose not one of a thousand still-born child-
ren would be seen by the parents.

Hon. A. L. Loton: But it would still be
their child.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The object
of the provision is to endeavour to ensure
that ihose parents will not again be faced
with a similar disaster. As Mr. Fraser
stated, if the child were three or four years
old and the doctor would not certify the
cause of death, a postmortem would be
ordered.

Hon. H. L. Roche: And if he certified the
cause of death, there would be no post-
mortem.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
It no postmortem were held, the parents
might have more still-born children. The
amendment would entirely defeat the object
of the provision.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
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Clause 13—Section J18A added:

Hon, A. THOMSON: I objeet to the
proposed new section, which will involve
local authorities in the cost for immunisa-
tion services, This treatment will be carried
out in the interests of the children and the
<cost should be horne by the State.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Some adults are
affected by diphtheria al}d whooping cough.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, but mainly
children, It is becoming a practice with
Governments to pass the buck to local
authorities, I move an amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘tetanus’’ in line
4 of the proposed new section be struek out.

The Chief Secretary: What will be the
effect 3f the words are struck out?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Who is going to
pay for this treatment?

The Chief Secretary: If the words are
struck oul, the loeal authorities will still
pay.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I think the amend-
ment will have the effect of throwing the
finencial responsibility on the Government.
Why should this responsibility be placed on
the loeal anthoritics?

The Chief Secretary:
local antborities?

Hon. A. THOMSON: If the Minister
thinks I am asking too much in snggesting
that the Government should bear the ex-
pense, let him make a suggestion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The strik-
ing ont of the words will not make the
slightest difference as to payment by the
local authority. The ohly effect of the words
is to puthorise the loeal authority to make
the cost of this treatment a charge against
the health rate. If the local authorities do
not desire that authority, it makes no differ-
ence.

Hon. E. H GRAY: The new seciion
should be retained. The idea behind all this
is to rear bealthy children, and their foture
welfare depends to a large extent upon the
suceessful administration of the local health
authority, The better that administration,
the more money will bhe available for this
kind of work. Immunisation is a great
thing for youngsters. What does it matter

If not, why have

who pays? The Chief Secretary’s argument,

is that the loeal aunthority ean do it much
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cheaper than can a central authority. Every-
body in this Chamber argues that way every
day.

Hon, G. Bennetts: Why not let things go
ot ag at present?

The Chief Secretary: That
this Bill is for.

Hon, E, H, GRAY: We are proud that
we started thls immunisation scheme in the
Framantle district.

is ~ what

Sitting suspended from 43 fto 420 p.m.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: The immunisa-
tion committee was first started by a com-
bined committee of the local authorities in
the Fremantle distriet. It has proved very
successful and has materially reduced the
fees charged to local authorities with respect
to the Infectious Diseases Hosplta\ The
Government provides a free nursing heslth
service, and it supplies tetanus, diphtheria
and whooping cough serums free to the
loeal authorities and the loeal authorities
pay the other costs. This has been going
on for eleven years. The clause will make
legal the practice that has existed for that
period. It would be a pity to interfere with
the clause. I hope that Mr. Thomson will
withdraw his amendment.

Hon, W. J, MANN: The State is anxious
that the health of the people shall be pre-
served. We have a free x-ray clinic and
n free dental service, In addition, free im-
munisation is provided for the complaints
mentioned here. T do not know why the
local authorities should have to bear the
whols cost. If they contributed on a 50-50
basis with the Government, I would say the
State would be getting off very lightly. Mr.
Thomson's contentions should he given
serigus consideration,

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I hope the amend-
ment will be withdrawn. It is not man-
datory on any loeal authority to provide im-
munisation, The clause simply authorises a
loca] authority to pay from its health- rate
the necessary costs ineurred in Tespect to
immunisation, The amendment will have no
point because local authorities that have
introduced immunisation schemes have used
money from the health rate without
authority. The Bill merely gives them the
right to take that money from the health
rate.
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Hon, A. L. LOTON: The amendment is
most worthy because it will remove the
financial burden from the local health rate.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : A ¢ompromise shonld
be effected here. The word “may” would
be much better than the word “shall”

The Chief Secretary: The word “may”
is what is used in the first line of the pro-
posed new section. .

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Lower down, the
word “shall” appears. In some districts
children bave to be transported consider-
able distances to the doctor. In such cireum-
stances a fair amount of cost attaches to
the work, TUnder the amendment the loral
authority eould appeal to the Health De-
partment for some assistance, and that is
quite justifiable, This is not very important
in the smaller districts.

Hon, 1. CRATG: All the clanse provides
is that a local anthority may protect the
children in its area by immunisation, and if
it does so it shall bear the cost.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Is that pot the posi-
tion today.

" Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes. Local authorities
do not have to take these precautions.

Hon. H. Tuckey: It is bad for the State
if they do mof.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes. Immunisation

against certain diseases may be desirable in
some areas and not others.

Hon, E. H. Gray: It is wise everywhere,

Hon,. L. CRAIG: It is probably not neces-
sary, in the northern parts of the State, to
immunise against diphtheria, but it is in
the damper areaa.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I would like to
hear from the Chief Secretary as to whether
the Government would take into considera-
tion the suggestion made by Mr, Davies that
the Goverment should pay a subsidy towards
this work.

The Chief Secretarv: The Government
pays a sabsidy to local authorities now.

Hon. A. THOMSON: What for?
The Chicf Secretary: Traffic fees and so
on,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Members will
have an opportunity of addressing the
Committee later.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. A, THOMSON: I have been-eon-
nected with loeal authorities for o number
of years and I have not yet been able to
find out what subsidy is given to them. for
health work. Mr. Davies told us that in Fre-
mantle four or five local authorities had
combined to carry out this work and thus
reduce the cost, but local anthorities in
country districts eannot do that unless they
could be combined in the same way as they
are for infant health work, I did not think
I would get any support for my amendment,
but the object in moving it was that I want
the Government to realise that this is part
of its responsibilities and that it should not
pass the buck to the loeal authorities. I
would like the Chief Secretary to say that
he is prepared to suggest to the Govern-
ment, in the interests of the health of
the children, that the State should give
some financial assistance, The Government
accepts half the financial cost when patients
go into infections disease wards and they
should do the same thing here. Having ac-
complished my purpose, I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Hon. G, BENNETTS: In Kalgoorlie we
advertise in the paper that any people re-
quiring inununisation can fill in forms at the
municipal council office, take them to the
laboratory and obtain the serum required.
The people then go to the doctor and he
carries oul the work, Instead of the burden
being placed upon local authorities, the
Government should subsidise them,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is all
very well for Mr. Thomson to make all sorts
of assertions and allegations and then ask
leave to withdraw them. He says that the
Government is passing the buck, T do not
know what he means.

Hon. A. Thomson:
idea.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Deoes Mr.
Thomson desire that the Government should
take away from distviets that he represents
all their control over health and make them
sanitary supervisors only?

Hon. A. Thomson: That is absurd.

The CIHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Mann
says that he would like the Government to
pay fifty-fifty. If that was so, loeal authori-

You have a shrewd

e



f
; (10 DecemsEr, 1948.]

l

3435

BILL—MAREETING OF APPLES

ties might find themselves paying more than
they do now,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
Clanse put and passed.

Clause 14, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
repori adopted,

Third Reading. *
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—PABLIAMENTARY
SUPERANNUATION.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil subject to
further amendments.

In Committes.

Hon, J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Hoporary Minister for Agriculture in charge
of the Bill,

Council’s Amendment. Clause S—New
Section 12A: In lHne 5 of proposed New
Section 12A the word “May” be strnck out
and the word “April” inserted in lien.

The CHAIRMAN: The Legislative As-
sembly requests the concurrence of th¢
Couneil in further amendments to the Coun-
¢il’'s amendment is as follows:—

That the amendment be amended by insert-
ing bafore the word ‘*May’’ the worda ‘‘the
thirty-first day of’’ and before the word
““April’’ the words ‘‘the thirtieth day of.”’
This really corrects an error in the amend-
ment becanse there are only 30 days in
April.

The HONCRARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: T move—

That the Assembly’s further amendments
e agreed to.

Quostion put and passed; the Assembly’s
turther nmendments agreeqd to.

Resolutions reporled, the report adopted
and & méssage accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

AND PEARS.
Assembhy’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil, and had
amended Clause 4, in which forther amend-
ment the concurrence of the Council was
desired.

In Commitice.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture in charge
of the Bill,

The CHATRMAN: The Assembly has
further amended Clause 4 by striking out
the words “and of the proclamation under
and in aceordance with Section 1 of thie
Aect,” which is consequential upon an amend-
ment previously made by the Council.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: 1 eonsulted the Min-
ister for Housing in another plasce who
dealt with the Bill there, and he informed
me that the further amendment was quite
in order. It is really consequential upon
an amendment previously made in this
House in order to make sure that this ap-
plied to the 1949 crop. I move—

That the Asseambly's further amendment
be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
further amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—PARLIAMENTARY
SUPERANNUATION.

Second Readirig.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. 8.
Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [4.52] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill is
based on the recommendations of a com-
mittee of representatives of both Houses of
Parliament, which has subhmitted to the
Government n scheme to provide superannua-
tion benefits for members of Parliament
and their dependants. Under this measure
it iz proposed to supersede the existing
legislation whereby members receive a lump
sum payment from the Members of Parlia-
ment Fund by way of ecompensation for
loss of membership, and to establish-in lieu
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a system of pension benefits. Any rights
which have accrued to members as contri-
butors under the Members of Parliament
Fund Act will ‘not be disturbed, however, by
the proposals now before the House.

The Bill provides that all members will
be required to contribute at the rate of £48
a year to a fund to be known as the Parlia-
mentary Superannuation Fund, which will
be administered by five trustees comprising
the Treasurer (or his deputy) as chairman
and two members from each House. From
the fund, payments will be made to ex-mem-
bers or their dependants, who have qualified
for pension benefits. To unqualified ex-
members or their dependants, will be re-
funded the amount of their contributions
with interest as determined hy the trustees.

Before any memhber may qualify for a
pension upon retirement, he must serve for
at least seven years in the Parliament of
this State. Moreover, having ¢eased to be a
rmember, he will not be entitled to a pension
unless he ztands for re-election and is de-
feated, or satisfies the trustees that there
are good and sufficient reasons why he
shonld not seek re-election. The rate of
pension is to be governed partly by length
of parliamentary service and partly by the
period of the member’s eontributions
under the Members of Parliament Fund
Act and under the proposed legislation:—

{a)} Where the person has served as a mem-
ber for nof less than 14 years and the aggre-
gate period of contribution is also not less
than 14 years, a pension will be payable at

the rate of £6 per week for 10 years and £3
per week for a period of 10 years thereafter.

(b) Where the period of service is not less
than geven years, buf less than 14 years and
the member’s contributions have covered a
period of not less than seven yeanrs, a pen-
sion will be payable to the ex-member at the
rate of £3 per week for 10 years.

(oncessions are provided, however, in the
vase of persons who are members of Par-
liament at the commencement of the pro-
posed legislation. Any sueh member who
has served the requisite qualifying period,
hut whose peried of contribution may
ultimately prove to be less than 14 years
or seven years, as the case may be, will be
entitled to a pension at five-sixths the
relevant normel rate. In this connection,
T would mention that it is a fairly general
practice to provide concessional benefits
to veteran joiners at the eommencement of
a new superannuation scheme.

[COUNCIL.] i

As regards pensioners who have aecrued l
rights under the Members of Parliament
Fund Act, the Bill provides that they shall
receive their lump sum payment in due
gourse. It also provides, however, that the
lump sum shall be regarded as in liea of
the pension until sueh time as it would be
exhausted at the relevant pension rate. At
the expiration of that time, the pension
will commence, but will be payable during
the balance of the pension period only.
No person will be able to transfer his pen.
sion benefits.

The Bill provides, bhowever, that the
widow or widower of an ex-member, who
was married to the deceased before his
loss of membership, shall be entitled to a
proportion of acerued pension benefit.
Any dependant child or children under 16
vears of age, who are the issue of such a
marriage, shall be eniitled to' the beneifits
if there is no widow or widower. It is
proposed to pay to these classes of bene-
ficlaries a pension at half the rate for
which the eontributor had qualified, suh-
jeet to the provision that, where a con-
tributor dies while still a member, the pen-
sion to the dependant for the first five
years shall be two-thirds of the relevant
ex-member rafe.

There will inevitably be eases where a
member re-enters Parliament after reeeiv-
ing a pension or a refund of contributions
with interest. Provision is made in the
Bill to ensure that in such cases coniribu-
tions and benefits or refunds will ulti-
mately be the same as if the period of the
member?s service had heen continuous.
The Bill does not contemplate the payment
of & pension to any ex-member who re-
ceives any payment from the Crown,
whether in right of a State or the Com-
monwealth, at a rate in excess of £312 per
annum.

In a snwall scheme of this eharacter, it
is impossible to make a satisfactory esti-
mate of future ecommitments, which are
likely to show substantial variations from
time to time. In view of this, it has been
considered expedient to provide for an
actuarial investigation of the fund every
five years. If the actuary reports that the
bendfits or the contributions should be
varied, the deeision as to the action to he
taken shall be made by Parliament. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.1]: I
am indeed surprised that apparently the
second reading of this Bill was to be passed
without members having been given any in-
formation about it.

The Chief Secretary: I gave the House
full information,

Hon. L. CRAIG: I object to the introdue-
tion of a Bill of this character when, in an
bour or two, the session will be ending.

The Honorary Minister for Agricnlture:
We shall be here more than an hour or two.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Bill is complicated
and requires study, If carried, there will
be dedueted from members’ salaries a fur-
ther contribution of £24 per annum,
whether members like it or not. Some mem-
bers may not feel disposed to permit of
thigs further deduction from their salary.
It might be a serious amount for them, It
will not be deductible for income tax pur-
poses, but will be taken from the balance
of a member’s income remaining after he
has paid his income tax. A member may
be allowed a rebate, provided his total con-
tributions to funds of this kind and to in-
surance do not exceed £100 per annum.

Hon, W. J. Mann: It will not worry
" them,

Hon. L. CRAIG: I point out that mem-
bers advanced in years know that, on re-
tirement, they will receive £600 by virtue of
a eontract entered into by them in connec-
tion with the existing fund, Thig Bill in-
terferes seriously with that contract.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: Not ef all,

Hon, L, CRAIG: It does.
The Chief Secretary: Not ope fraction.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I admit that a member
might draw out the whole £600, but if he
does he loses the right to this further pen-
sion for a number of years. They probably
would never receive the pension, because
they would have reached an age at which
they could reasonably expeet to pass on.
Members are losing rights and paying an
extra £24 a year, with no right to a further
pengion. The fund may not work, We are
asked to pass a Bill which will commit a
future Government to make unknown eon-
ributions to another fund.

Hon, R. J. Boylen: This Bill does not
commit anybody.
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Hon. L. CRAIG: The Bill states how
much shall be payable to members,

The Chief Secretary: By members.

Hon. L. CRAIG: By members and to mem-
bers. Members know that unless the Gov-
ernment makes contributions at some future
date, the fund will be unable to stand up
to the obligations set out in the Bill,

Hon. R. J. Boylen: That is not admitted.

Hon. 1., CRAIG: We need not argue on
that point, The Bill permits of payments
by the trustees of the fund,

Hon. R. J. Boylen: The Bill does not
say that,

Hon. L, CRAIG: I have had much to do
with superannuation funds during the past
¥ear or two, A much greater contribution
15 demanded for benefits under those
schemes, Those benefits are greater than
the benefits set out in this Bill. This scheme
will eost the Government thousands of
pounds. We have ng right to proceed with
the Bill withont letting the publie—and
members—know what the effeet of the meas-
ure will be, What right has anyone to de-
duct & further £24 from my salary?

Hon. B, J. Boylen: Youn might be an
exception.

Hon, L. CRAIG: That is not the point
Members should not be forced to enter this
scheme,

Hon, Sir Charles Latham:
pot, it would break down,

Hon. L. CRAIG: Why should a member,
who i3 in another scheme and satisfied with
it, be compelled to pay into this scheme,
especially if he is old in years? I might
be qgnite satisfied with the old scheme. A
member might not be able to afford to con-
tribute this extra £24 a year. The principle
of the Bill is wrong,

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: We have seven
hours in which to discuss it.

Several members interjected.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Members say we shall
be here all night. Yet the Government brings
in a Bill of this importance, which will be
discussed by the publie. )

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The publie is
not affected by it.

Hon. L, CRAIG: The hon. member knows
the publie is.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Ne.

If they did
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Hon, L. CRAIG: That is a2 subterfuge.
Hon. Sir Charles Latham: T say the public
4s not’ affected by it.

Hon. L. CRAIG: If tbe hon, memher
could essure me that the Government would
not have to contribute to this scheme, I
would sit down without saying another word.

Several members interjeeted.
The PRESIDENT: 1 suggest the hon.

member he permitted to continue his speech.’

" Hon. L. CRAIG: Another provision in
the Bill about which nothing has been said
is that ex-civil servants who become members
of Parliament will not benefit from this
fund, although they will be foreced to con-
tribute to it. Regular soldiers who receive
a pension of £312, and who become members
of Parliament, eould not receive any hene-
fit from the fund. Are we to allow that to
go by without discussion? Ts it not frue?

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Only while
they are drewing the pension outside.

Hon, L, CRAIG: There are retired Ser-
vicemen from India and retired Army men
from the Australian Forces who may stand
for Parliament, and I point out that some
officers retire from the Army at the age of
45 years. These men would be compelled
to contribute this £24 per annum, as well as
the £24 to the existing scheme, making £48
a year in all, but they will not get any bene-
fit from their contributions. Haes considera-
tion been given to that aspect? It is im-
portant, )

The Chief Secretary: That is not what the
Bill says.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I think it is.

The Chief Secretary: Read the Bill

Hon. L. CRAIG: This measure should
be postponed to next session.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Why?

Hon. L. CRAIG: So that we may have
time to examing it thoroughly. I am not
willing to hand over another £24 of my
salary withont having something to say
about, it, merely because somebody says it
_might be alf right. The whole scheme should
be examined by a chartered actnary. Evi-
denice should be obiained as to the averege
length of life of a member of Parliament,
and the average length of his service in
Parliament from, say, 1900. Here, again,
there is a difficulty, becaunse the average

[COUNCIL] -

length of life has changed completely in the
last 20 years. Members may be surprised
to learn that a man who is 65 years old
and. still working, may expect to attain the
age of 78.

The Chief Secretary: ‘That gives me a
chance!

Hon. E. H. Gray: And me! -

Hon, L. CRAIG: Mewbers are treating
the matter lightly. We should not be asked
to deal with this measure today, notwith-
standing that we expect to be in session dur-
ing the night or until the early hours of
the mornine, Why was not the measure
brought in earlier in the session so as to
give members and the publiec an opportunity
of thoroughly examining it? I oppose the
second reading, not beeause I am opposed
to the scheme but because I object to the
way in which this measure has been brought
in,

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (llast)
(5.12]: T congratulate Mr. Craig on . his
wonderful speech. It is one of the hest
speeches T Lave heard him make in this
House,

Hon., J. A. Dimmitt: He said that of
¥you yesterday.

Hon. Sir CHARLES TLATHAM: I
know, This is & quid pro quo. I think Mr,
Craiy is misleading himself; he knew be-
fore this meeting of the House what the
conditions of the pension scheme were.

Hou. I. Craig: It was only decided two
or three days ago, as you know.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
terms were decided upon 8 long time ago,
but some details had to be worked out.

Honp. .. Craig: The Government was in-
tending to make contributions.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I
know it was anticipated that the Govern-
ment wonld be asked to make contributions,
but this Bill does net provide for any con-
tributions to he made by the Government.

Hon, L. Craig: We did not know that.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do
not want the public to be'led to believe that
the Government will eontribute to the
scheme. Members of Parliament themselves
have to aecept full respongibility; they have
no power whatever to compel the Treasurer
to make any eontribution to the fund. TIf
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' the scheme fails, and the Treasurer is ap-
proached but declines to assist, members of
Parliament must accept the fnancial re-
sponsibility themselves.

Hon, L. Craig: Yet vou want to pass a
Bill like this!

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I tell
the hon. member this, beeaunse I think the
public might get s wrong impression of the
scheme. I hope the Press will be generous
cnongh to publish what T say. A scheme
way introduced before I left another place,
bot it did not come into operation until
1944, It started without any funds at all.
True, considerable contributions were made
by some members who anticipated retiring
from polities, but we have met all commit-
ments under that fund to date and still have
close on £4,000 in the pool. That statement
is true. Not one penny haz been centri-
buted to the fund, except by members of
Parliament.

There seems to be a genera] tendeney in
these days to belittle members of Parlia-
ment and Parliament itself, with the result
that little respect is shown for our parlia-
mentary institution. I wish to make it per-
fectly clear that we sre not helping our-
selves to the people’s funds, I ame not going
to say whether or not the scheme is sound.
There may be justifiable differences of
opinion on that point; but, in comparison
with other pension schemes, this is sounder
than most of them. Members of this House,
who face an election only once in six years,
and who generally retire at a fairly ripe
age, will make contributions considerably in
exceus of the benefits they will get from the
scheme. The younger members are the only
ones who are likely to get any real benefit
from the proposal, but I do not begrudge it
te them, If any real benefit is to be reaped,
it will probably go to members of another
place, which sesms to attract younger men.

1 have worked this scheme ouf, with other
members, taking into account the history of
members here sinee the beginning of respon-
sible government, and I believe the scheme
will not necessitate—at all events for a con-
siderable time—any econtribution by the
Treasury, although, to make it sure, some
such contribution would be advisable. Seo
far, that is not provided in the Bill, which
does not commit the Government at all.
Only Ministers of the Crown ean commit the
Government in that vegard. Private mem-
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bers cannot do so by introducing legislation
providing for contributions by the Treas-
ury. Had such a scheme been introduced
at the beginning of responsible government
in this Stdte, there would now have been
standing to the eredit of the fund the 'sum
of £50,000, after paying pensions to those
who had retired.

It is worthy of remark that few members
who have retired from this House have lived
more, on the average. than eight years after
their retirement. One member, who sub-
sequently resided in London, would have re-
ceived considerable benefit from such a
scheme. He retired from polities 32 years
ago and died in London recently at the age
of 94. Generally spesking, the scheme wil
be of material help to retiring members. I
would point out that one ex-member of Par-
liament died in the Old Men’s Home and
other members made contributions to ensure
{hat he was not given a pauper’s funeral. T
did not know that man, hut I have no doubt
that older members will recall that inecident.
We do not want sach a thing to happen
again. Of course, memhers’ allowaneces have
been increased since those days, but we have
all seen men go out of publie life in this
State practically penniless.

Some, even ex-Ministers of the Crown,
have had to work on the roads in their old
age to obtain a living until they were ‘eliz-
ible for the old age pension. Not long ago a
man who had held ministerial rank passed
away in the meagre shanty where he lived at
Bayswater. It is only fair that men who have
given years of their lives in the service of
the public should be provided for, in spite
of what some of our crities, who try o
prejudice the publie against parliamentary
institutions, may say. They will probzbly
remark, ‘“This is another help-yourself-to-
the-Trensury scheme,” hut it is not. Every
member entitled to the £600 under the
existing scheme has been paid on retiring
from Parliament, and the others were paid
whatever they were entitled to, but the fund
is still £4,000 in credit.

Hon. H- Tuckey: Was not that scheme
good enongh? '

Hon. 8ir CHARLES LATHAM: Under
this measure, we are to extend the benefits.
The value of money is depreciating rapidly
and, though many of us will not require
assistance and may never receive it, at all
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events we will be providing that the widows
of members shall receive some compensation
for. the inconvenience they have suffered
through their hushands being away from
home so often in the serviee of the public.
Mr. Craig is entitled to conserve his £24 if
he can, but this scheme must fail unless
all members contribute. I would ask the
hon. member to recall that the £24 may not
mean 2 great deal to him, but might mean
a great deal to some friend of his whom he
would willingly help and who today is in
publie life.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—
in reply) {5.24]: I do not intend to reply
at length, ax T think information required
by members ean better be supplied when the
measure is dealt with in Committee. Clause
14 provides who shall receive pensions.
The gentlemen referred to by Mr. Craig
would be entitled to pensions, if they were
ordinary individuals, under the terms of
this measure—

Hen. L. Craig: I do not agree.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member raises the question when we are
dealing with that provision in Committee,
we may be able to settle the dispuy. then.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 7—agreed to.

Clanse B—JIncome of fund not subjeet
to tax:

Hon. -Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Al-
though we ean exempt income from this

fund from State Laxation, we have no con-
trol aver Commonwealth taxation.

Clause puot and passed.
Clause 9—agreed to.

Clause 10—Contributions:

Hon. A. THOMSON: C(ould the Chief
Secretary give some explanation of this
clause?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member looks up the Parliamentary Al-
lowanees Aect, he will see that no deductions
can be made.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Does thut
mean that the deductions are to be made, in

. spite of whut the present law says?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is to de.
teut the Truck Aect. Members will be
credited with the £48 in the fund, instead
of having it paid to them,

Clause put and passed.
[Llavses 11 and 12—agreed to.

Clanse 13—Member being re-elected after
ceasing to he a member:

Hon. A. THOMSON: What is the posi-
tion of a member who has centributed to
the fund and will not be re-elected in 193¢,
for instanced Will he be entitled to draw
the £600 that he has eontributed, or will he
have to take it by way of pension?

Hon. 8ir CHARLES LATHAM: Under
the present scheme, if he has served seven
years he will be entitled to £600. If he
has served less than that, he will be en-
titled to £5 per week instead of £6 per
week, and I Lherefore assume that, as a
lump sum, he will be entitled to £500 in-
stead of £600. He must have paid in
enough to have made his coniribution for the
seven-year period. Some members paid in
£160 and at the end of three years had made
sufficient contribution to enable them to
draw £600.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The amount was £168.

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes,
Some of them gtarted off de nove and paid
£24 a year. They will have their money re-
turned to them plus an amount equal to the
contributions made. Under the individoal
scheme, if they retire at the next ‘election
and have not paid, they will pet five-sixths
of the amount that they would he entitled

-to if they had completed the six years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tf this Bill
had never been introduced and a member
was entitled to £600, he would still be en-
titled to it and be may take it in a lump
sum. If he does so it wili be paid at the
rate of £3 per week over a period of a little
more than two years. Then he goes on to
the pension of £5 a week.

Hon, C. F, BAXTER: Members such as
myself who have paid £168 and who are up
in years are entitled to £600, but the pay-
ments into the fund now are double. What
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was the proposition under the old scheme
is not the one today.

Clau%e put and passed.

Clause 14—Person in receipt of pension
receiving other remuneration from the
Crown:

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The purposc
of this clause is that supposing a member
of Parliament from another State or from
the Commonwealth Parliament lost his seat
and was in receipt of a pension, and got
into Parliament here and lost his seat, he
would not get the two pensions. ~

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Chief Secretary has
not told the whole story. If a member of
Parliament holds any office under the Crown
in Western- Australia or elsewhere he also
loses his pension. If he receives a pension
as a result of being a member of Parlia-
ment elsewhere and becomes a member of
Parliament here and then loses his seat, he
does not get his pension under this Bili.

The Chief Secretary: The words “holds
any office under the Crown” only refer to
{¢). They do not apply to paragraph (b).

Hon. L. CRAIG: It includes people
who have held offices under the Crown and
if they are in receipt of a pension in exXeess
of £312. If we pass this clause as it stands,
we will exclude a great number of, suitable
men from becoming members of Parliament.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do
not agree. We are being perfectly honest
to the people who become members of Par-
liament here. We will tell them that they
must make contributions to the pensions
scheme. Those people will then have an
opportunity to ecome in under those condi-
tions. I am nol sure that they will get a
refund of the amount they paid in plus
interest,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There is nothing in
the Bill to say that.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do
not know whether there is or not, but it was
discussed.

Hon. H. HEARN : Will they be acquainted
with the position when they are standing as
candidates? Mr. Watson will bear me out
that the first we knew of the pensions
scheme was when our contnbuhons were
deducied from our salaries.

The Chief Secretary: I am surprised to
hear that any gentleman who stands for
Parliament does not know the laws of the
State.

3441

Hon. L. CRAIG: I move ah amendment—

That in line 3 of paragraph (e) the words
‘“or having held such office’’ be struck out.

The amendment will allow people who have
retired from the Civil Service or from the
Armed Services to become members of Par-
liament if they so desire. .This does pre-
clude members who are receiving a parlia-
mentary pension, but I am not objecting to
that.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. ‘ - 8
Noes .. . . e 16
Majority against .. 8
AYES.
Hon, Q. F. Baxter Hon. A. Thomasoa
Hon. R, M. Forrest Hon. H. Tuckay
Hen, H, Hearn Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon, ©, H., Simpaon Hon. L, Craig
(Te!!er)
NoEes.
Hon. R, J. Boylen Hon. L. 'A. Logan
Hon, H. A. C, Daffen Hen, A. L. Loton
Hon, E. M. Davies Hon, W. J. Mann
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. Sir F, E, Gibson Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. B. H. Gray Hon. P, R, Wealsh
Hon, W. R. Hall Hon. @. B, Wood
Hon. §ir C. G, Latham Hon. G. Bennetts
{Datier.y

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 15 to 17—agreed to.

Clanse IB—Actuarial investigation and
report:

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
reads—

Provided that if the Government Actuary
reports that the rates of contributions or
the rates of benefits payable under this Act
may or should be varied, the decision as to
what action shall be taken shall be made
by 2 majority of both Houses of Parliament
sitting together.

The proviso
»

I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘both Housea of Parlia-
ment aitting together’’ be struck out, and the
words ‘‘the aubascribers to the fund and a
meeting for that purpose shall be convened
by the trustees’’ inserted in Heu.

What is wanted is a meeting of the contn-
butors to the fund sitting together, and pro-
vision for calling 2 meeting.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Will “sub-
seribers” mean those contributing and not
receiving any benefit at the time, or recipi-
ents past or present!?
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The Chief Secrefary: The contributors to
the fund.

Améndment put and passed; the clause,
as_ amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment end the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
5. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
* [5.49): I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON. H. K. WATSON (Metropolitan)
[6.50]: I missed the opportunity to speak
on the seeond reading and I believe the
same applies to Mr. Gray and other mem-
bers. I had hoped to hear Mr. Gray’s utter-
anees on the Bill. I agree with the views
expressed by Mr. Craig. I feel that we
have hardly given adequate consideration to
the acheme, and that some of the provisions
will- result in running the pension scheme
on the cheap, not at the expense of the Gov-
erntent but at the expense of participants
or proepective participants who may have
pensions of their own.

The Chief Secretary: They will not he
affected.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—LAND SALES CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly s Message.

Measage from the Assembly notifying
that it had disagreed to the amendments
made by the Council now eonsidered.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
+ Honorary Minister for Agriculture in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1—Clanse 3: Insert after the word
“amended” in line 12, the letter and brackets
{f(a)'ﬂ

No. 2—Clause 3: Add a paragraph after
the -word “ten” in line 14, as follows:—

(b) By adding a subseetion after sub-
seetion (2), as follows:—

[COUNCIL.)

{3) Any order made under this section
shall cease to have effect at the expiration
of three months from the date of the
gazettal thereof, and no order shall be
made in respect of land which has already
been the subject of an order.

The CHATRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
sons for disagreeing are—

The objections to the amendments are two-
fold:—

(a) The amendment is completely out-
t . side the scope of the Bill ag intro-

duced and read a second time and
as such is not in order. The Bili
ia only to correct an error.

(b) The amendment, if aceepted, will
strike a severs blow against ex-
servics settlement and will almost
certainly result in loss of desirable
properties.

I suggest that amendment No. 2 be dealt
with first.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR

. AGRICULTURE: T should like to link the

two amendments. T{ seems extraordinary
that, when an amending Bill is introduced
to correct an error by inserfing “ten” in-
stead of “three,” an amendment capn be
made that haz absolutely nothing to do with
the matter.

Hon. L. Craig: We have had that before.
The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, but this is a very

bad instanee. The object of the Bill was to
correct g printer’s error.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Tt was our
error.
The HONQRARY MINISTER FOR

AGRICULTURE: Ii is of no use confining
the period to three months hecaunse land
settlement is wrapped up with Common-
wealth transactions and sometimes the Com-
monwealth authorities take three monl.‘.hc; to
make ap their mind,

Hon. L. Craig: Well, hurry them up.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: No-one could hurry them.

Hon. L. Craig: What about the rights af
the owner?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Three months would not
be sufficient time to put these sales threugh.

M
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Hon. H. L. Roche: What would be ade-
quate time?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICTLTURE : Probably there should be
some limit, buf three montbs is insufficient.
I move—

That the amendments bhe not insisted om.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: The amendment
should be insisted on as it is both reason-
able and necessary. The Bill proposes to
permit the land control officer to interferc
unduly with private sales of farming pro-
perties.  This is beyond the ordinary
acquisition stage of the scheme. The Bill
is aimed at transactions of a purely private
nature, John Smith may be selling o farm
to Jaek Brown. Jack pays £30 valuation
fee and decides to buy. The priee is satis-
factory to the vendor and the purchaser and
in the ordinary course of evenfs they trans-
mit the contract of sale to the land control
officer for approval. In the past that officer
would have approved of the contract if the
prive was satisfactory, but now be is given
the right to say that the land might be
handy for the Commonwealth land settle-
ment scheme. He does not know whether
it will be wanted or not, but he can put a
stop order against the sale.

The Bill allows that and permits the
officer to upset the contract of sale arranged
between the vendor and the purchaser. The
Bil| also provides that once the stop order
has been put on, it mav be kept there in-
definitely. In the meantime the person who
had o buyer for his land loses him and the
prospeetive purchaser has been put to
unneesssary expense. Altogether it is a
most unsatisfactorv state of affairs; parti-
cularly as, after the delay, the authorities
may decide, as they frequently have done,
not to buy the property at all. If the
Tnder Treasurer is to bhe given this power,
the time should be limited to three months.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Members may recall
that the original legislation infroduced early
in the session was a stampede measure. I
consider that if members had had more time
to consider the Bill, it would never have
gone through in its original form. Now
when a member makes an amendment to
limit the period in which the controller of
land =ales shall make a decision, objections
are taken. IF the controller cannot make

f129]

3443

up his mind in three months whether the
property is wanted or not, I fail to see why
an individual should be prevented from
effecting a private sale. I do not see why it
should be neeessary to give one man the
power to say that somebody ecannot sell or
lesse his property.

The IHONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It has been said this

measure was o stampede measure when
originally introduced. I would peint out
that the Chamber could have debated the
Bill all night and the next day and the day
after. T certainly asked members to carry
it as fuickly as possible, but ample time
wus given for its consideration. Tt iz a
wonder the opportunity has not heen taken
to introduce a few more amendments
through this amending Bill! It is rather
rough that when a Bill is introdueed to cor-
rect an error, the opporiunity should be
taken to suhmit fresh amendments. T do
not say that it shonld not be done, but I am
sorry that advantage has been tuken of the
neasure in that way.

The CHATRMAN: The Minister should
not discuss that matter,

The THONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTURE: The people who are to
administer the Aet are rather concerned
about the period of three months.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The period of
three montihs is far too short. Common-
wealth approval of a zale has to be obtained.
On the other hand, I do not like properties
being held up for as long as they nre. I
am sorry the Minister complained about
amendments being made.

The CHAIRMAN: I have already told
the Minister that we are not discussing the
admissibility of amendments, but whether
or not we shall insist on this amendinent,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I think that even
six months wounld he too short a periad, but
T hope the time will be extended to at least
six months.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: If Mr. Baxter
felt that the period should be six months,
the proper time for him to have raised that
point was when the Bill was in Committee.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I was not in the
Chamber.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .. .. . . 10

Noes .. .. .. “ 12
Majority against .. 2
AYE.
Hon. €. P, Baxler | Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. G. Benneits Hon. Sir €. G, Lotham
Hon. R. 1. Boylen Hon. H. 8. W. l'arker
Hen, H, A, C, Daffen Hon. G, B, Wood
Ion. K, M. Daovies Hon. E. H. Gray
{Telior.y
NoEs.
Hon. L., Craig Hon. H, L. Roche
Hon, R. M. Forre«t Hon, A. ‘Thomson
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon., H. Tuckey
Hon. A. L. Loton Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. W. J. Mann Hon. F'. R. Welsh
Hon, G. W. XMiles Hon. ¢, H, Simpron
{Teller.)

Question thos negatived; the Council’s
amendments insisted on,

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a wessage aecordingly returned to the
Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.n.
BILL—BULK HANDLING ACT .
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Amendment.

Returned from the Assembly with an
amendment,

]

In Committee.
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the

Honorary Minister fer Agricnlture in
charge of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAXN: The Assembly's

amendment is as follows:—

Clause 1, line 14 of the Bill—After the
word f‘the” strike out all words down to
and including the word “its” in line 17, and
substitute the following words—

‘‘Conjoint operation of the provisions of
the Wheat Industry Stabilisation Act of 1948
of the Parliament of the Commonwealth and
those of the Wheat Industry Stabilisation
Act, 1948, of the State or those of any Aet or
Acts amending those provisions or passed in
their"".

The HOXNORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: This amendment tidies
np the Bill which mentioned only the Com-
monwealth stabilisation Aet. Tt is a matter
of legal opinion as to whether it is neces-
sary. It has been drafted by Mr. D'Arey
the Parliamentary Draftsman. 1 move—

That the Assembly’s amendment be agreed
to.

[COUNCIL.)

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
umendinent agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—LOAN, £2,315,000.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 1st Decembar.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[7.36]: I am pleased to sce that the sum of
£40,000 15 to be nmade available for the
vaitways, I would like the House to give
an expression of epinien in respeect to sup-
porting the views I have already outlined
in connection with the State FElectrieity
Commission. When the State Eleetricity
Bill was before us it was anticipated that
only Collie and other rural areas would
come within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mission; it was not thought that the Com-
mission would toke over the Perth City
Countil’s undertakings. 1In effect, we have
handed over to the State Eleetricity Com-
wission the control of the whole of Western
Ausiralia ax far as electricity is concerned

I therefare hope that the Honse will in-
flicate to the Government onr desire thal
country consnmers shall be placedt on an
egual footing with those in the metropolitar
area. I do not say that in any spirit of
antagonism aeainst the people who reside
within the eity limits. I have heen ir
Parliament since 1914, sand from that time
forward, and even prior to it, overy (v
ernment that has heen in power has de
clarved itself to be in favonr of decentralisa
tion. “0One of the greatest problems we ar
facidg in this State, and in Awstralia as ¢
whole, is that the metropolitan area 1s in
ereasing by leaps and bounds while, wn
fortunately, the population of the counim
districts is deeclining.

Tt is absolutely hopeless under presen
conditions to expeet to be ahle to establis]
industries in the e¢ountry unless we have ar
equalisation scheme or a flat rate. T re
ferred to this matter earlier. The point i
this, that if we liad a flat rate we woul
put the eountry distriets on an equal foot
ing in respect of power, and alsa wate
supplies. I congratulate the Governmen
on its action in taking over eontral of th
Perth City Council’s undertakings. T als
wish to express my appreciation to the Cit;
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Council for the Friendly spirit in which it
carried out the negotiations. I am sure it
has lost nothinz as a result,

The Eleetrivity Commission will now be
able to do that for which it was brought
into being. 1 would like members to agree
to my proposal by indieating to the Gov-
ernment that this Hounse, at least, is in
favour of providing a flat rate so that we
ecan put into effeet a plank which is in
every Government’s platform, namely, de-
ventralisation. We must congratulate the
Commonwealth Government on its en-
deavour to spread the factories all over the
country distriets of New South Wales and
Victoria instead of concentrating them in
the cities.

I also wish to express my pleasure at
the action of the Government in providing
£20,000 for the Alhany harbour works, I
have been a consistent advoeate of the im-
provement of that harbour to make it eap-
able of handling outward and inward
cargoes. It is really the vegional harbhour
for the lower Great Southern. The Gov-
ernment  has  taken a  forward step in
approving a scheme which will mean the
development of that port. Some prepara-
tory work has to he done, namely, the filling
in of a certain area, so as to enable a de-
rent start to he made. 1 hope members
will not think T am drawing eomparisons.

A sum of £330,000 is being made avail-
able for sewerage and water supply pur-
poses.  That is rendered necessary becatse
of the thousands of houses now being built.
I am hoping that with the raising of thé
Wellinpton Dam, the scheme for the con-
veying of water to the Greaf Southern dis-
triet will soon be put into effect. T under-
stand that pipes are the main frouble just
now but it is hoped that the difficulty will
be overcome in the near Tuture. T am
hopeful that the chareoal iron industry
will prove all that its spomsors ex-
pected of it. I note that a sum of £225,000
is to be made available for that work this
Fear.

For pine planting, purchase of land and
forest regeneration a sum of £30,000 is sef
aside. Some time ago a proposal was put
forward concerning a large area of sand
hills which is well sheltered from the sea
and the prevailing gales, At present it is
laoocked upon as practically useless but T am
hopeful that portion of the sum T have men-
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tioned will be expended upon this area, I
had the pleasure of ineeting Lord Robinson
on his short visit to this State and he made
a most interesting speech and stressed the
importance of tree plenting, I feel that
the sooner we ean, in this State, inangurate
a vigorous tree planting scheme, the hetter
it will be for future generations. We must
be thankful for the forest policy which was
inaugurated by Mr, R, T. Robinson when
he was Minister for Forests. Through that
policy we will have a permanent asset in
our forest areas.

Never before in the history of Western
Australia, or in the history of the world,
has timber been cut out so quickly as it is
today in response to the needs of the people
for homes. In view of this it seems to me
that the sum of money provided for forest
regeneration is a very wise provision. I
have pleasure in supporting the Bill and
would like to congratulate the Government
onh its broadminded policy and its desire to
look after country interests. T also notice
in the Schedunle a sum of £50,000 which is
to he used for the purchase of land for
industrial purposes.  If portion of that
£50,000 were provided to nssist the Elee-
trieity . Commission to provide a flat rate
for electricity in the eountry arcas, it would
mean we would get a considerable qnantity
of land for about a quarter the price that
we now pay for it in the more congested
areas, -

HON. H. A. C. DAFFEN (Central)
[7507: TUpon looking at the schedule, T
think the Government is to he congratulated
on its programme of works set out for the
coming vear. 1 iniended to speak on one
or two matters. The first concerned water
supplies for country towns, hut this matter
was covered folly in my address-in-
reply speech and now that Mr. Thomson
has spoken on it at some length, T will
satisfy myself with endorsing his remarks.

(One matter which is most conspicuons by
its absence is expenditure on hospitals, Un-
fortunately it looks as if there is to he no
provision for the lopg-promised regional
hospital at Geraldton and that is a matter
for regret. The schedule covers a sum of
£2,315,000 and it is most disappointing
that the structure at Geraldton has not re-
eeived an allocation from that amount.
However, I have pleasure in supporting the
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secondd reading of the RBill, and trust the
Governent wil! find a way to remedy this
serious omission,

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [7.51]: 1
would like to know whaether it is the inten-
tion of the Government io give considera-
tion to the purchase of land in the
Esperance district for pine planting., Dur-
ing & reeent firip in company with the
Honorary Minister for Agrienlture, it was
found that on certain properties pines
could be grown very well, and the Honorary
Minister was most impressed with what he
saw in the distriet. It is an ideal area for
pine planting and some consideration should
he given to that aspect. T have the same
opinion as Mr. Thomson on the question of
electricity.

1 bhelieve in decentralisation and if we
had flat rates for electrieity and water in
the outback aveag it would ensure country
towns remaining in existence and prevent-
ing the population from drifting to the
metropoli<. This area is becoming over-
crowded, and as soon as that happens
it becomes unhealthy. It is better to have
a population seattered throughout the State
instead of being altogether in one small
portion. Like Mr. Daffen, 1 am most dis-
appointed that no allowance has been made
for hospitals. A week or so ago I spoke
ahout the position and stressed the shortage
of nnrses and Thospitals throughont the
State. In view of that, I thonght we might
have scen a considerable sum of money for
hospitals sef ont in the schedule. I snp-
port the Bill, but feel that it is necessary
to make my feelings known to the Gov-
ernment on these matters,

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan)
[7.53]: In the first place I would like to
refer briefly to the remarks of Mr, Thomson
concerning electricity supplics and the pos-
sibility of a flat rate. T think all of ns are
seized with the importance of seenring for
Western Australia the lowest possible rate
for electrical power. Tn that lies the future
progress of our secondary industries. Never
hefore in the history of the State has there
heen so urgent a need to consider the ques-
tion of decentralisation as there is now, We
must not forget the history of the last war
and the possibility of any future frouble.

The Electricity Commission will alti-
mately take control of the whole of the
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electricity supply of the State and if it is
not possible to institute a flat rate, then
consideration should he given to power
supplies for country towns, even if it does
mean assistance being granted by metro-
politan consumers, However, we must bear
in mind that the majority of the buge manu-
facturing eoncerns are situsated in or around
the metropolitan area and the cost of elec-
tricity is vital to them. I am sure that the
Electricity Commission will give serious
consideration to the point raised by Mr.
Thomsan because it is necessary, if Western
Australia is to develop as we wonld wish,
for us to attraet indusiries not only in the
metropolitan area, but also throughout the
length and breadth of the State.

Western Australia has been most for-
tunate over the vears becanse of the far-
sighted people who orviginated our forestry
policy and the administration that has taken
place sinee the Aet was brought into being.
We have a wonderful osset in our hard-
woods, bnt we must realise that the bulk
of our timber supplies helong to that hard-
wood category. On occasions when I have
visited the Fastern Statres, I have been most
impressed with the pines that are grown in
Sonth Australia and jost what those pines
meant to that State during the war years.
Their experience should be an inspiration to
Western Aunstralians in our attitade to-
wards planting other varvieties of trees ns
well as the hardwond species. In South
Australia, 75 per cent. ot the domestic con-
sumption of plywood i made from their
own pines that were plantel many years
ﬂgO.

I wounld inform the House, too, that even
with our limited resources a pine plywood
has heen made fram our loeally-grown pines,
bhut we have only a fraection of what is
necessary. In the duty we owe to posterity
we should see that every avenne of securing
money and labour for this puarpoese is in-
vestigated and puorsued. With the world
shortage of timher and the fact that we
have two tvpes of beantiful hardwoods, we
should see that the immense acreage of
forest land which we have at our disposal
is not decreased in any way. As well as
that, we should do something to increase the
varvicties of timber for future generations.
I congratulate the Glovernment on 'being
alive to the possibilities of the situation and
trust that as the years ro on, instead of
seeing a sum of £50,000 on the schedule, we
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will be able to see £250,000 devoted to this
all-important work. I support the second
reading.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West)
[7.59]: Tt is essential to have a plentiful
supply of clectricity and water if we are sue-
cessfully to develop this State. I think the
(GGovernment is to be commended—not only
this Government but past Governments—for
the large expenditure in the South-West
Provinee. Today we have very good water
supplies in the different areas between Perth
and Bunbury. If any member has any
doubts on the question, T would like him to
pay a visit to these centres and look at the
dam sites himself. I.have seen all of them
and some of them a number of times, and
I can assure members that there is a large
volume of water waiting to be used on the
land.

It would do members good to pay a visit
to these areas and although the work in the
irrigated portion has not been completed,
it is well worth looking at. In spite of all
that has been done, there is room for fur-
ther improvements and further schemes
to be ocstablished. It is a pity that
there seems to be an inelination on the
part of the Government to reserve certain
rivers and siréams for metropolitan pur-
poses. I hope that at least one or more
of these stteams will be utilised for ifriga-
tion pnrposes. No doubt the time will come
when even the harnessing of those streams
will he insufficient for the metropolitan avea,
and it will be necessary to go further afield.
Now is the time to prepare for the future
rather than to be content with taking water
from the Serpentine and North Dandalup
Rivers.

With regard to o]eetriei\ty supplies, we
have been waiting for a long time for what
is referred to as the South-West power
scheme. T remember attending a conference
at Bunbury 30 years ago when the matter
was discussed, and ever since then there have
heen periodical agitations for sueh an under-
taking. Every time a scheme has been sub-
mitted to the Government, it has been
shelved for one reason or another, Sud-
denly, like a bolt from the blue, we read a
lengthy veport in “The West Australian”
giving details of the scheme that was to be
put in hand at South Fremantle. Of course,
that was not what people in the South-West
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had contemplated, but there was then mno
chanee of a successful protest in favour of
the scheme they desired at Collie,

The people are now resigned to their sup-
plies coming from South Fremantle, and
there is no desire to embarrass the Govern-
ment but rather to assist in every way pos-
sible. 'We realise that the Government is
doing its best in the interests of people not
only in the South-West but in other parts
of the State. I frust the work at South
Fremantle will be pushed on energetically.
When eurrent is available from that source,
it should prove of great advantage to the
producers, particularly those who have
engines. Hundreds of people find it neces-
sary to use power today, and naturally it
is easier to use electricity in that regard
rather than to operate gas engines.

There is certainly something in My, Thom-
son’s suggestion abont a flat rate. T realise
it may not be possible to arrange the supply
on that basis, but it is a matter that should
receive eareful consideration. I have been
told that the price of eurrent is likely to be
about 4d. a unit. I think that s a bit bigh,
and I do not think people engaged in seeond-
ary industries would be able to stand such
a cost. No-one would expect such & scheme
to pay from the beginning. Vietoria has a
very fine electricity wndertaking but it sus-
tained heavy losses at the outset, and we
certainly must expect losses in this State.
If the people in the counfry areas are not
allowed rates similar to those applying in
the metropolitan area, it will hardly be pos-
sible t¢ carry out the decentralisation
schemes about which there is so much talk.

To achieve decentralisation, we must foster
industries in the rural areas. We would
simply be talking with our tongues in our
checkg if we did not do something along the
lines suggested. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on tackling the Bunbury harhour
scheme, where a large amount of money is
to he spent. T am not an expert in such
matters, but T have a certain amount of
eommon sense thai enables me to appreciate
thai the construction of a satisfactory har-
bour there is a very big problem involving
huge expenditure. The Government is doing
its hest and is toking a risk with the neees-
sary expenditure to provide the port with
a decent depth of water. If in the end it
fails to achieve its object, T do not think
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people will blawe it umduly. I certainly
hope the operations undertaken there will
be suecessful.

A larue amount of Loan money has heen
spent in the South-West and we have often
been told that the expenditure has heen
unprofitable. In the group settlement days,
a good deal of money was wasted, but it has
heen more than repaid by the wonderful
suecess achieved in those areas in later years.
T hope the Government will persist with its
puliey of development in the South-West,
particularly in connection with water supply
schemes. The value of an abundant water
supply is bhevond question. T support the
Bill.

HON. I. A. LOGAN (Ceantral) [8.3]:
Bouquets have been thrown at the Govern-
ment about the alioeation of money for the
provision of water supplies, but I will nat
throw any about until T know how and
where the money is to be spent, For the
last 12 or 18 months we have been attempt-
ing to get a small amount granted for four
different water supplies in our area. We
have heen granted neither the money nor
the water schemes.

Hon. 1. Tuckey: That would not be for
irrigation purposes?

Hon. L. A LOGAX: No, it is for the
people in the townships.

Hon. Bir Charles Latham: For domestic
supplies. .

Hon, L. A. LOGAN: We asked for the
expendifure of £5,000 for the purpose of
providing domestic supplies for the fowns-
folk at Perenjori so that they could enjov
amenities that they do not possess at pre-
sent, We are still without that money. We
asked for assistance to provide the people
of Yuna with a water supply. The latest
advice I have is that if we can get a con-
tractor to do the job, we may have our re-
quest granted. While there is £110,000
available under the Bill for water supplies
for towns generally, these small requests
should receive favourable consideration, and
the Government shounld get on with the job.
Cleraldton is another place lacking an ade-
quate water supply. Apart from Kalgoor-
lie, Bunbury and Geraldton are the two
largest towns in the State.

For years Geraldton has been hamstrung
for want of an adequate water supply. The
latest is that instead of putting in a decent

* had that satisfaetion,
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seheme, the department is to provide some
more hores, That means the people there will
be drinking nothing but bore water for years
to come. Surely that is a disgrace to the
State.  Why should the people have to
drink bore water when there is such a satis-
factory rainfall in that area? It should not
he bevongd the power of engineers to work
out a seheme that wonld provide Geraldion
with a satisfactory water supply, We asked
for £20,000 or £25,000 to provide o larger
catchnient area at Morawa with a bitumen
surface, but we have not got it. The Goverp-
ment should at least have told us from the
jump that we would be able to undertake
these schemes when the neeessary money and
materials were available, We have not even
In the ¢ircumstances,
I shall ecrtainly not throw any bouquets at
the Government until I know how and where
the money is to he spent.

There is ancther point to which T direet
attention. The Loan schedule provides for
the expenditure of £225,000 in eonnection
with the charcoal-iron industry at Wun-
dowie, That is a serions state of affaiis.
In view of all the money that has already
heen spent there, it this means that we have
to inecur the expenditure of £223,000 each
vear, I think we might just as well close
down an Wundowie straight away.

Hon. H. A. C. Daffen: There is another
item there, too.

Hon. L. A. LOGAXN: I was geing to draw
attention to that, too. These two industries
have been held up to us as representing o
wonderful assct, but here we are asked tn
spend a further™ £300,000 or so on them,
and T do not know what advantage that will
be to us. Then there is the undertaking
at Welshpaol for which £10,000 is provided.
That refers to the tractor factory. I econ-
sider that if that industry had been handled
properly, the tractors would be running off
the assembly line today., If we wait much
longer for them, imported machines will be
doing all the work in the eountry.

Hon. H. Tuckey: They mre well behind
schedule.

Hon. T.. A. LOGAX: I do net know what
the explanation is, I understood the tractors
were to be off the pssembly line hefore this.
If that had been doune, they wounld have
been able to eateh the market, As it is,
I am afraid that when the factory is in pro-
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duction, other tractors will have been in-
stalled, and the market will have been lost.

Hon. C. F. Bazter: And the Government
money.

Hon. L. A. LOGAX: T am dubious about
so much Government money heing invested
in these enterprises. I think private enter-
prise could do the work much better. In
my opinion, in 90 out of a hundred instances
when someone goes to the Government for
financial assistanee, the scheme is not mueh
good, In the eircumstances, I ask the Gov-
ernment to be particalarly careful how
State money is invested 1n these industries.
Ministers should have regard to the faect
that people are living elsewhere than in the
Sonth-West, It was the pioneering pastor-
alists in the North that provided the money
that made the Sonth-West, and the (iovern-
ment should develop a northern complex as
well as a south-western complex.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [8.12]: I would like to explain one
or two of the items. The object of the
Government bas been to make the water
rates uniform as far as possible, Recently
it took aetion along those lines. References
have been made to electricity supplies. The
Government desires to provide electricity as
cheaply as possible with a view to sunplying
the needs throughont the eountry. It will
he provided at as low a rate as possible in
order to encourage the establishment of in-
dustries in the rural areas. We do not be-
lieve in centralisation, and we want in-
dustries to be distributed,

A lavge sum of money is being made avail-
able for reforestation purposes. That is
a continuing work and is progressing very
well,  Members should take an opportunity
to visit the reforestation areas, whiech would
prove an ove-opener to them. Mr. Logan
referred to the Geraldton water supply.
This year it is proposed to spend there
£21,000 on various items that are set out.
Members will realise that the Wundowie and
Welshpool industries were established long
hefore the present Administration took
office, and obligations in connection with
them have to be met.

Hon, . F. Baxter:
penditure io date?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The details
with which I bave been supplied show

What is the ex-
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thet the total ecost of Wundowie is
£620,000, including £30,000 provided by
the Commonwealth, and the expendi-
ture to date has beeen £485,000. The esti-
mated further expenditure is £55,000. 1
cannot understand the item of £225,000
which must he covered up by some of the
other details.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: Probably a
good deal of it is for housing.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes If

members care to peruse the details that have
been supplied to me, I shall certainly make
them available.

Hon. H. A, C. Daffen: Has the Chief
Secrctary anything to say about hospitals?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am afraid
that at the moment I eannot give that in-
formation. There is a tremendous building
programme for hospitals and schools but
the situation is complicated on account of
shortage of building materials and labour,
and there is also the necessity first to make
provision for housing, Whatever execuse
we make, or whatever reason we give, we
arc sure to be wrong. We are doing our
utmost to improve all the governmental
faeilities on which expendifure is required.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill yead a third time and passed.

BILL -BUSH FIRES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

In Commitlee,

Hon J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; Hon.
Sir Charles Latham i charge of the Bill,

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clanse 3—Amendment of Section 5:

Hon. H. A. C. DAFFEN: 1 rather ex-
pected that Sir Charles Latham would
speak to this clause, The matter was con-
tested during the second reading of the de-
hate. As a memher of the Select Commit-
tee that infquired into the Bill, I endorse
the recommendation that the measure be
proceeded with and that it be given a trial
over the two next ensuing scasons. The
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point us to the lixing of boundaries was
moere imaginary than real. We found, on
making inyuiries, that the agents in the
various distriets knew the boundaries quite
well. The point was of miner importance,
beeanse of the effectiveness of both the ad-
ministration and the fire fighting ap-
pliances in the country distriets. From
what we saw, we found there would be no
difliculty in building np an efficient bush
fire hrigade, In all the distriets {hat we
visited we found that, where brigades were
estublished, the necessity was recognised for
providing adequate five-fighting appliances.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. mem-
her is not intending to make a sdeond read-
ing speech in Committee?

Hon. H, A. C. DAFFEN: Sections 36A
and 35B were severely challenged during
the discussion, and so I thought it right to
bring forward cvidence which is not avail-
able to the Committee at present. I shall
eertninly he directed by vou, Mr. Chairman,
in what T have to say.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. memher no
doubt will conneet up his remarks with the
clanse under discussion.

Mon, H. A, . DAFFEN: I wish to
quote from the evidence given by Mr, H.
L. M¢Guigan, as follows:—

The road board has provided all the equip-
ment in the district except the fittings to
the Bruce Roek truek which were under-
taken by the brignde. The board has alse
paid half the cost of the buildings at Bruce
Rock which has been about £50. The Baba-
kin and Shackleton trucks are not yet housed
in a proper garage. The board bas under-
tuken to repair and replace trueks, pay the
vehicle and accident insurance, ete., and sub-
sidises each subdistrict up to £100 per year.
The board has added a farthing in the pound
to ita general rates from which it expects a
return of £370 per year. The brigades are
registered by the board under the Aet but
tltey have their own rules and condnet their
own affairs without interference from the
hoard although the rules are approved by
the board. The hrigades have their own fin-
anves for extras and whatever equipment
they wish to fit to their trucks. The Bruce
Rock truck cost the road hoard £230 and my
estimate of the equipment the brigade has
installed on that truek is a further £250. The
Sharkleton and Babakin trueks cost £800 for
the two, hut that has only been possible be-
canse they were Disposal vehicles.

At a lnter stage Mr MeGuigan said—

I would like to mention that T was not
altogather convineced of the effectivencss of
the brigades before that time. The fire oe-
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curred when the brigade was actually away
at another fire. We kad only one brigade at
the time and as we approached the fire we
could see it burning on a one-mile face and
vou could see men evervwhere. We got right
up to the front of the fire beeause if it
jumped the road at that peint it would have
spread cverywhere. There must have been
20 men in my group and some of them quite
old. 1t was a very strong crop, practieally
fence high and we were endeavouring to deal
with it with knapsack sprays, bags and
bushes. The flames were man-high and we
struggled for 20 minutes or more and were
steadily losing ground. The truek arrived
and the fire just seemed to go straight out.
It was mest amazing., It just went through
the fire and put it completely out. After that
I became convinced that 1 had never seen
anything as good anywhere. No number of
men would have controlled the fire at that
time.

Mr. Chairman, of rourse, if you think I
shounld not proceed on these lines, 1 will
stop. May I proceed!

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Hon. H. A. (. DAFFEXN:
quote from the evidence of
Howard Branson, He said—

T wish to cite some instances of savings
that brigades have made. There have been
two fires in the last fortnight; one at Mr.
Roper’s property in which there were 30 acres
of standing oats burnt and 30 acres of
stubble; that was 60 acres altogether.

I shall now
Mr. George

Point of Order,

The Chief Seeretary: On a point of vrder,
Mr. Chairman, js the hon. memher speaking
to any amendment, or is he making a second
reading speech?

The Chairman: T have already drawn
the hon. nember’s attention to it.

Hon, 1. A. C. Daffen: I expected a state-
ment to be put in with the veport in the
first place, and as there seemed to be no
other opportunity to bring these points
forward 1 was endeavouring to do so now,
however, T respect your ruling,

Hon. H. K, Watsan: I would alse like
vour ruling, Mr. Chairman, as to whether
Clause 3 is in order. The Aet that the Bill
secks to amend is entitled “An Aet to make
better provision for diminishing the dangers
resulting from bushfires, for the prevention,
control and extinguishment of bushfires and
for other purposes incidental thereto.” The
clause with which we are dealing is directed
to the reduction of fire insuranee premiums
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on ecrops, which I submit has no real
vonnection with or relation to the subject
matter of the prineipal Aet.

The Chairman: I rule that this is a pew
section which I think is a genuine effort on
the part of the framers of the Bill to en-
courage the use of bushfire brigades, which
would have the effect of reducing the bush-
fire risk. I think the clanse is within the
scope of the Act and conforms to the pur-
pose of the Bill,

Committes Resumed,

Hon. H. A. G, DAFFEN: The witnesses
who eame before the Committee generslly
" gave their opinion that the insurance ¢om-
panies were being saved double, several
times, ten times, or hundreds of times—
Hon. H. Hearn: How were those figures
calculated ?

Hon, H, A. C, DAFFEN: I was going on
fo say that the amount of the damage was
incalealablé, but if put down at only half
the total premiums, which wonld make it
50 per ceat., it appeared t3 those witnesses
that it was only fair to halve the saving with
the insurance companies, and that is how,
perhaps haphazardly, the 25 per cent. was
arrived at.

Clause put and passed.

New Clause:
Hon Sir CHARLES LATHAM: 1
move— '

That a new clause be inserted as fol-
lows:—

4. This Aet shall continue in force uatil
the thirty-first day of December, one thou-
sond nine hundred end fifty, and no longer.

It is proposed to limit the operation of
this measure to two seagsons, I take it that
when the measure is printed reference will
be made to the fact that this limitation of
duration applies only to the amending Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
Bill to amend the Bush Fires Act, and the
only way the operation of the parent Act
vould be limited to the first day of Decem-
ber, 1950, if that were the hon. member's
intention, would be by adding a new clanse
worded exactly as this amendment is, I do

not think the hon. member wishes to limit -

the duration of the whole Act,
Hon, Sir Charles Latham: No.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the ensiest
way in which tfo accomplish the hon.

3451

member’s purpose would be to move an
amendment stating that Section 35 (A),
Section 35 (B) and Section 35 (C) are to
continue in operation only until the 3lst
day of December, 1950, and no longer.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I ask

leave to withdraw my amendment,
New clouse, by leave, withdrawn,

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I
moveée—

That a new c¢lause be inserted as fol-
Jowg:— .
4. S8ections 35A, 35B and 35C shall con-
tinue in force until the thirty-first day of
December, one thousand nise hundred and
fifty, and no longer.

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

Recommittal.

On wotion. by Hen. Sir Charles Latham,
Bill recommitted for the purpose of fur-
ther considering a new clause.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; Hon.
Sir Charles Latham in charge of the Bill.

New clause:
The CHAIRMAN: It is proposed te

delete the clause that was inserted by a
previous Committee and substitute another.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I
move—

That new Clause 4 inserted by a previous
Committee be atruek out and the following
new clause ingerted in leu:—

4, The principal Aet is amended by in-
serting a new section as follows:—
35D, Sections 354, 35B and 35C ghall
continue in force until the thirty-flrst
day of December, one thousand nine
hundred and fifty, and no longer,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I, advise Sir
Charles not to proceed with the new clause.
The Bill will become a part of the Aect if
passed and should the Act then not be
found to be workable, it can be dealt with
later on. I suggest that Sir Charles would
be running a grave risk if he sends the
Bill hack to another place with this provi-
sion in it. !

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: This
was the decision of the Select Committee,
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and T wopld not eare to takc the resporsi-
blhty of overriding it,

" New clause put and passed.

Bill again reported with a further
-amendment and the reports adopted,

Third Reading.

HON. SIR CEARLES LATHAM (East)
[8.68]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third tlme

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [8.59]:
I cannot let thjs Bill go through the third
reading stage without one or two comments.
This is one of the most foolish Bills that
I have seen introduneed in this House, The
evidence submitfed to members is most
unconvineing, The detailed evidenee that
wis not diselosed may have been more con-
vineing.  There is no indieation that the
Seleet Committee examined any forestry
officer upon whom the duty of examining
these fire brigades and detefmining what
arens would be enfit'ed fo a reduetion of
premiums, ete., worlil devolve. The whole
thing is most foelish, and I do noet think
the measure will ever heeome law.

Hou. "Sir Charles Then why
worry about it?

Hon., T.. CRAIG: We should not spend
time on foolish lemislation.

ITon. Sir Charles Latham:
now. °

Hon, L. CRAIG: T have dxpressed my
opinion about it, and I hope the Government
will not promulgate it.

Liatham:

It is finished

Question put and passed.

Rill vead a third time and refurned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

+  BILL—ELECTRICITY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Kecond Reading—Defeated.
Debate resumed from the 20th November.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan) [9.37:
T oppose the second reading. In the years
that have elapsed since rents were pepged,
rosts have increased greatly. I have in mind
cne or two eases that have eome under my
notiee, Tn one part of my constituency a
men had. five eottages and was quite rapable
of efferting the necessary repairs. He had

[COUNCIL ]

always been very carefu) to give the tenants
the benefit of a low rental, which was 13s, a
week. Now, however, on aecount of age, he
cannot possibly ecarry out his own repairs,
and this man, who looked to the small in-
come from his cottages for his mamtenanco,
is hard pressed to live,

Again, there is the case of a house let to
one tenant and, owing to the lack of housing,
several families have crowded into it. It is
guite reasonable to expect that, with three
families crowded into one cottage, things
rould happen to the electric wiring, If a
tenant desired to go on the “D” rate because
of the added load through putting in a re-
frigerator, the owner would be responsible
undey the Bill for getting the place re-wired
and if, by reason of the foolishness of the -
tenant, the installation were overloaded and
something happened, this would immedi-
ately hit bark upon the owner,

I fecl that in the legislation that has been
passed thi: session, we have listened quite
regularly ta the claims of the workers, and
praperly =0, hut some consideration should
he shown for the owners of property, who
have been ealled upon to make the greatest
sacrifice of any section of the eommunity,
As time has gone on .antd eosts have in-
creased, their income has diminished. In my
opinion the Bill is a hal one. T have been
given to uderstand that even the members
of the Eleetrieal Contractors’ Asspeiation
are opposed to it. They say that- the exist-
inr Aet contains all the necessary powers,

Inspectors of the State Bleetricity Com-
mission are empowered to enter premise:
where electrieity is used, to condemn faulty
installations and serve a notice on the
owner or ennsumer to have them reetified.
That goes far enoush. For us to snhseribe
to a Rill that will make it harder far the
owner who -anno{ he responsible for the
misdoings of a tenant, would be quite wrong,
If a tenant abuses the property, there is no
redress for the owner, Thd cost of making
repairs falls on the owner, because he i-
liable to a very heavy penalty if he does
not cnsare that proper repairs are effected
to the installation. The Bill iz entirely
unnecessary,

HON, E. H. GRAY (West—in reply)
[9.8]: T am sorry that we bhave had to wait
until the closing hours of the session to
dizenss this BRill, T listened intently to the
criticism offered by Mr. Hearn, He spoke
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of o man who was reeelving 13s. a week
rent from each of five cottages and who
was able to keep them in repair until he
became ton old, That man, evidently, had
treated his tenants fairly by keeping the
rents low, There is no possible ehance of
a man of that sort getting into trouble under
this measure.

Hon. H. Hearn:
might fall down.

Hon. E. . GRAY: They might.

Hen, C. ¥. Baxter: You have not dealt
with tenants in rented houses, have youn!

Hon, E. H. GRAY : The Bill deals with
them. The hon. member mentioned re-
frigevators, Surely he is not arguing that
a working man rentinz 5 house should not
he permitted to have a refrigerator. A house
that cannot carry the very small extra load
necessary for a refrigerator should not he
Iet at all. The statement made by the hen.
member regarding the Electricity Act is not
correct. At any rate, I eannot imagine an
electrical worker making a statement like
that, The snpply aunthority may cut off the
This
Bill wonld not he neeessary but for the
very acute housing shortage. In normal
times if the ordinary intelligent citizen
wishing to supply his family with decent
amenifics, including a refrigerator, eould not
zet the requisite curvent, he wonld move Lo
another house, Today he cannot do that,
owing to the housing shortage, and therefore
the Bill is necessary.

The verandah posts

The mea-ure will apply to a very small
percentnge of landlords. A ease was re-
ported to me yesterday. The wiring of a
rented house wns =0 much out of order that
the lights were blowing out and putting the
tenant to considerable expense. The electyi-
enl authorities were consulted and they said
there was 2 fault in the wiring that had to
be reetified,  This fault had net developed
throngh any ahuse on the part of the tenant,
and should he reetified hy the owner,

The Bill will apply to only a small num-
her of peaple. T ix necessary to protect
thi=e who wre not in a position to protect
themselves, T am putting up a case Tor de-
cent people only.  Others might not care
whether they had to wee a lamp or a candle
for illumination, bat decent people want
electrie light and, if they want a refrigerator,
they are entitled to it. I should like to

HHI

sce every working man in the State supplied
with a refrigerator on easy terms. If I were
a young man ahout to furnish a home, I
would prefer a refrigerator to a lounge
suite.

I have already pointeq out that ample
safeguards are provided against abuse, I
have heard it said that a drunken man might
go into a house and damage the installation.
If he did so, the supply authority has power
to order him to replace it. The landlord
angd the tenant are amply protected by the
Act, As I have pointed out, however, all
that can he done in the ahsence of repairs
to faulty installations is for the supply
anthority to ent off the current and then the
tenant iz left without light. For the small
proportion of people who are placed at r
disadvantage through the aetion of n small
number of selfish and absolutely callons
landlords, I ask the House to pass the second
reading.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. . . 8
Noes .. . - . 11

Majority against .. .. 3
AVEQ.
ITon. (i, Bennetts Fon. E. H. Gray
Mon. R. .J. Boylen 1lon. W. R. Hall
Her. E. 3. Davies Hon. L. A. Logon
Hon, Sir I, E. Gibson Hon. G. Froser
{Tcller))
NoEs,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. L. Craig Hon, H. 8. W, Parker
Hon. H. A, C. Daffen Hon. H. L. Roche
Ton. 4. A. Dimmitt Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. K. M, Forrent Ten. G. B, Wood
Hon. H. Hearn (ietter.)
PAIR.

- -

AYE. o
Han. . M. Heenan Hon. F. R. Welsh
Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

Sitting suspended from 9.19 p.m. to
12,01 a.am.

BILL—-APPROPRIATION.
First Reuding.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

Seecond Reading.

THE CHIEFT SECRETARY (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker — Motropolitan - Suburban)
[12.45] in moving the second reading said:
The Estimates of expenditure from the
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Consolidated Revenue Fund and the Gen-
eral Loan Fund having been passed in an-
other plare, this Bill is now required to ap-
propriate the money necessary for the
ordinary services of the year, and to carry
ont the policy of the Government with re-
gard to loan works, To cnable the services
of the State to be earried on until the pass-
ing of this Bill, two Supply Aects have been
passed this session granting in all £6,000,-
000 from the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
£1,200,000 from the General Loan Fand and
£300,000 from the Public Account for Ad-
vanee to Treasurer and Clause 2 of the Bill
grants further supplies up to the total
amounts requiring appropriation, as detailed
in Schedule “A".

The estimates of the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund provide for a total expenditure
of £20,491980, but of this £4,996,551, which
ineludes £4,135,935 for public debt charges,
is already appropriated by spevial Acts and
the amouni set out im this Bill—namely,
£13,495,429—vepresents departmental expen-
difure and the requirements of the Public
Utilities, as summarised in Schedule “B".
The estimates of the General Loan Fund
provide for a fotal expenditure of £6,24f,-
421, the main headings heing enumerated in
Schedule “C”. Clanse 3 formally appropri-
ates the amounts required from the respee-
tive funds, including £1,000,000 from the
Public Aceount, which may be spent in the
manner set ont in Schedule “D.? Clause 3
further appropriates the expenditure in-
eunrred during the yvear 1947-48 in excess of
the Votes for that year and details of these
rxcesses will be found in Schedules “E’" and
“P", the former ecovering the Consolidated
Revenue Fund and the latter the General
Loan Fund.

Revenue for 1947-48 amounted to the ree-
ord figure of £17,710,000, while the expendi-
ture totalled £18,062,000, resulting in a
defieit on the year’s operationg of £352,000.
Included in the revenue was a supplemen-
t;y grant of £1,000,000 made by the Com.
monwealth on the recommendation of the
Grants Commission. The vreceipts for
last year exceeded the estimated amount
of £15743,000 by £1,968,000, £1,000,000
of the increase being accounted for by
the specinl grant to which I have just
referred. Increased taxation ecollections ac-
counted for a. further £146,000, of which
£49,000 came from totalisator duty due to

[COUNCIL.]

inereased attendances at race meetings; £47,-
000 from stamp duty as a vesult of in-
creased land sales and general business ae-
tivities, and £49,000 from probate duty.

Cuder “Territorial” there was n general
inerease of £63,000. Owing to inereased sales
of Crown land and better collections of rent,
revenue from land improved on the estimate
by £72,000, being offset by decreases of
£1,000 and £8,000 respectively in mining and
timber. A falling-eff in sales of sandalwood
was vesponsible for the laiter, Departmental
revenue was £307,000 more than estimated.
Most of the departments colleeted ratber
more than was eslimated, but the main
variation was in the Treasury, where an in-
crease of £215,000 occurred. Most of this
inerense was ocensioned by departmental re-
coups for exchange paid on materials and
equipment purchased oversea and by in-
ereased interest colleetions by the Rural and
Industries Bank,

It was estimated that £102,000 would be
available for transfer to revenue as a result
of the operations of the State trading con-
cerns, but the amount actually reveived from
that source wasg £114,000. The public utili-
ties also provided more revenue than was
antieipated, the actual veceipts being £6,621,-
000 against an estimate of £6,203,000, an
inerease of £118,000. Of this inerease, £203,-
000 came from the railways where inercased
goods traffic and coaching reecipts hrought
the total collections to £4,545,000 or £285,-
000 better than the estimate. Among other
utilities where improvement ccgurred were:
Fremantle Ilarbour Trust £63,000, Aetro-
politan Water Supply £24,000, Goldfields
Water Supply £21,000 and Other Hydraulie
Undertakings €10,000.

The esfimated expenditure for 1947-48
was £16,424,000, but the amount actually
spent was £18,062,000. The increase of
£1,638,000 was, to a large extent, caused
by the higher costs of labour and materials,
and although the sum of £250,000 was in-
cluded in the Treasury estimates to pro-
vide for the overall cost of the 40-hour
week, ofher increases such as rises in the
basie wame and increased margins that
operated during the year, affected all de-
partmenls to such an extent that in almost
every case salary estimates were consider-
ably exceeded, This also occurred in many
contingency items and in those instances
where the reverse was the ease, it was gen-

e
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erally because of the dillieulty in securing
labour or of procuring requisite materials.

Under “Treasury Miseellaneous,” there
were a nhumber of items where the expendi-
ture cxceeded the estimate, among them
being cxchange on oversea payments
£38,753, due to the large amounts remitted
to England to pay for equipment for the
rew South Fremantle power station; State
Shipping Service loss £117,000; additional
grant to the Hospital Trust Fund £47,000
and to the University £33,000; and subsidy
on transport of superphosphate £70,000.
For the Eduneation Department the Vote was
£1,412,000 but the expenditure reached the
sum of £1,649,000, or £237,000 more than
was anticipated, In addition to the factors
I bave alrendy mentioned that affected all
departments, there were new appointments
to the siaff, new bus contracts, bearding
allowances and other measures designed to
raise the standard of our edueational ser-
vices. The Police Department estimate of
£391,000 was exceeded by £38,000. Here
again additional appointments also helped
to swell the cost, In the Public Health De-
pariment, there was an inecrease of £49,000
over the estimate of £334,000. The Depart-
raent of Agrieulture and the Forests De-
partment showed decreases of £7,000 each,
due in the former to inability to obtain
addifiona! professional and technieal staff
that had been provided for, and in the latter
to less aetivity in the production of fire-
wood.

By far the larger part of the total in-
crease arase in the publie utilities, the rail-
ways alone being responsible for £952,000.
In addition to the extra cost of labour,
additional train mileage was necessary to
cope wih increased business, Similar reasons
operated in the tramways where the in-
creased expenditure amounted to £43,000.
Among other utilities the increases were not
so marked, the ones most worthy of note
being: Goldfields Water Supply £16,000,
Metropolitan Water Supply £12,000 and
Other Hydraulic Undertakings £16,000.

Mainly because of rising costs, expendi-
ture- for the current year is estimated at
£2,420.588 more than the amount aetually
incurred in 1947-48, Although estimated
expenditure is thus £20,491,980, the deficit
budgeted for is £164,723, or less than half
the amount of the deficit for the last year.
Revenue, amounting to £17,710,310 in 1947-
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48, is expected to rise by £2,616,947 to
£20,327,257 during the ewrent year, in-
ereased payments by the Commonwealth and
the revision of Government charges being
responsible for the improvement, The effort
.of the Government to increase revenue was
a factor faken into account by the Grants
Commission in making its recommendation
for additional assistance during the eurrent
year, so that the relief provided to the bud-
get through the revision of charges extends
beyond an actual increase in collections,

The eurrent year's Estimates provide for
major increnses in revenuc collections by
way. of faxation, Commonwealth grants and
departmental and public utility earnings,
but it is cstimated that profits transferred
to revenue from trading concerns will be
about the same as last year, and that terri-
torial vevenue will show a decrease. In-
clusive of income fax reimbwrsement, taxa-
tion revenue is estimated to vield £5,620,100,
or £635909 more than the sum of
£4,984,191 collected in 1947-48. While the
main element in this improvement is the in-
crease of £682,000 in our income tax re-
imbursement from the Commonwealth, it is
also expeeted that there will be a slight in-
crease _in land tax coliections, which last
vear amounted to £111,000. The additional
amount expected to be yielded from the re-
vision of land tax rates is £10,887. This
inerease, however, will be almost balaneced
by anticipated deercases in liquor licenses
and totalisator duty. Probate duty at
£275,000 is expected to show a decline of
£34,487. Last year was particularly fruitful
of probate eollections, and it is considered
unsafe to anticipate o similar experience this
year.

Territorial ecollections are estimated at
£516,000, which is £55,004 below the amount
vielded in 1947-48, TUnder this heading,
revenue from land bas been set down at
£300,000. The decrease of £22,035 on last
vear’s figure allows for the fact that fewer
arrears are now available for collection and
that earrent renials will decline because of
heavy alienations, rent econcessions to ex-
Servicemen and the increase in new leases
granted rent free for five years. No signifi-
cant change is expected in mining revenue,
but reduced sales of sandalwood will affeet
timber revenue, which is estimated at £32,363
less than last year. An increase of £270,425
has been budgeted for in departmental fees
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and collections, which are estimated at

. £2,057,781. Included in this sum is a recoup

of £71,500 from the Commonwenlth of the
estimated cost of prices and land sales con-
frol. -~

In “Tressury Miscellaneous,” recoups in

" respeet of exchange payments made on be-

"

half of departmental purchases are expected
to be a major factor in the estimated net in-

 erease of £110,721. Under the same heading,

. deereases are expected in collections of in-

terest from the ageney section of the
. Rural and Industries Bank, and in-
ereases in eollections from the hank-

ing section, Increased returns from the
sale of produce have heen provided for in
the estimates of revenue from the Agricul-
tural Department, the Forests Tlepartment
and the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment. Miner increases are projected in rev-
enue from varions departmental charges.
Having been fixed on a basis which no longer
bears any relation to the value or the cost
of the service provided, many of these
charges are unjnstifiably low, and it is now
proposed to effect the necessary adjustments.
The increases are expected to yield addi-
tional revenue amounting o approximately
£23,000 for a full year’s collections.

eaTn
with

expected  to
compared

Public utilities are
£7,766,202  this  year,
£6,621,226 in 1947-18.
estimated at £3,500,000, represent an in-
ereasc of £954,624 on last year, and account
for most of the increase of £1,144,976 ex-
pected in public utility revenue as a whole.
Revised freights and fares on the railway
system should provide additional revenue
amounting to £750,000 during the 10 months
of their opevation in the current vear. In-
ereased traffic and earnings from refresh-
ment services account for the balance of the
improvement in railway revenue.

At £677,000, estimated tramways revenne
for the current vear is £167,697 more than
eollections for 1047-48, Increased fares
operating as from the 1lst August are ex-
pected tn raise earnings hy £127,000, while
an additional amount of £40,797 may he
earned as a resnlt of prospective inereases in
traffic, {dne to the opening of new omnibus

! youtes and the rednetion of private motor-

ing.
Increased sales of tallow and improved
revenie from by-products arve estimated to

Railway earnings, .

[COUNCL..]

imerease revenue from the State Abattoirs
to £129,250 for the current year compared
with £98,038 for 1947-48. An increase of
£15,687 is provided for in the earnings of
the Metropolitan YWater Supply Depart-
ment.  Other utilities show minor variations
only, with the exception of State Batteries
which, an aceount of redueed operations,
are expected to earn £10,179 less than in
104718,

Of the tutal expenditure of £70,491,980
provided for in the Estimates, £7,698,301—
or ahout 371, per cent—is accounted for
by publie utilities which are expected to
absorh £€700,481 of the total cstimated in
crease of £2.429.5488. Railways expenditure
has heen estimated at £6,275,000 and com-
pared with actna) expenditure for last year
amonoting to £3,672,312, shows an increase
of £602,688., Thix vear, an amount of
£300,000 has heen allowed for deferred
maintenance and regeneration of rolling-
stoek, or £62,398 more than the actual ex-
penditure  incurved on  this account in
104748,

Representing normal working expenses,
the balance of the estimated expenditure,
amounting to  £3.775,0000 s greater by
£340,290 than the corresponding expendi-
ture for 1947-18. This substantinl rise in
operating expenses includes the vost for a
tfull 12 montks of the introduction of the
40-hour week, and of hasic wage increases
and new awards which eame inte operation
at different times during last year, It pro-
vides alsn for necessary staff inereases and
for rises in the prices of certain materials,
notahly sleepers amid timber generally, steel
andd fuel.

Although no allowanee has heen made in
the rnilway estimate itself tor the cost of
prospective haxie wage adjustments, an
item has heen provided under miscellaneous
Treasury expenditore, which is intended to
rover tle cost of such adjustments to the
revenue fund as & whole. Exelnding the
prospective cost of basic wage increases or
other changes which may affect the cost of
operations, normal railway working ex-
pensey for 1048-49 are cstimated to exceed
carnings hy €237,000, even after provision
has heen made for additional revenne of
£750,000, when revenue is eompared with
total expenditure, including the amount to
he expended on deferred maintenance and
regeneration of rollingstock. A full vear’s
operation of the recent inereases in railway

Jo—
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Jcharges will mean the eollection of £150,000
“more revenue than is provided for in the
Estimates,

For trumways the estimated increased
expenditare is £37,867. There are increases
of £27,702, £20,485 nnd £15476 for Other
Hydraulic Undertakings, State Abattoirs
and the Goldfields Water Supply respee-
tively. Reduced operations aceount for the
estimated decline of £14,234 jn the expendi-
dture on State batteries., Expenditure under
~pecial Acts is estimated at £4,996,551 and
represents an inereasc of £170,184 on the
amount incurred in 1947-48. Interest and
sinking fund payments on the Publie Debt
are expected to cost £35,079 and £58,607
more than last year, thus increasing %otal
vxpenditure under TLoan Acts from
£4,044,269 to £4,135,955.

Payments of pensions and retiring al-
owanees under the old legislation are

onching their zenith and are expeeted to
Jerease by £11,809. The increase in pay-
sents under the superannuation and family
senefits  legislation will be considerably
wveater, being estimated at £71,435, and
here are increases aggregating £14,500 in
purlinmentary ailowances and mine workers'
velief and fire brigade payments, Trdnsfers

. to the Reforestation Fund under the Forests
Act are expected to be £21,765 less than
last vear on nccount of reduced sales of
sandalwood.

Compared with last year, departmental
expenditure at £7,768,908 is estimated to
increase by £1,556,328. Factors largely re-
sponsible for this substantial rise are basic
wage adjustments, new awards and agree-
ments—including the reclassifiention of the
Public Service—increases in the price of ma-
terinls and the oeeurrence this vear of an
extra pay day, there being 27 fortnightly
pay days this year. The lst July this
yenr wax a pay day and the 30th June next
venr ir also a pay day. The rise also refleets
the additional expenditure which will be in-
enrred in providing for normal expansion
and improvement of departmental serviees
to meet the needs of n growing population.
Another important element in the inerease
ix the provision of an item to meet prospe~-

tive inereases in the basie wage and other

related costs. An amount of £400,000 has
been provided for this purpose,

Misecllaneous Treasury serviees ps a

whole are estimated to cost £2,665,203 for,

tho current year, compared with £1,890,819
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in 1947-48, the net increase amounting to
£774,384. ' In addition to the estimated éost
of prospective basic wage adjustments, this
ifierease covers provision for several other
substantia] variations in expenditure’ The
mounting cost of hospital maintenance hag
necessitated an increase in the grant to the
Hospital Trust Fund, the sum to be provided
totalling £740,000, or £155,243 more than
in 1947-48. «

Operating costs of the State Shipping
Bervice and the State Electricity Commis-
sion have shown substantial increases and
additional mmounts of £128,642 and £155,-
269 are estimated to be required this year
to mneet the respective increased losses. The
loss on the State Shipping Service is esti-
mated at nearly £300,000. This is & heavy
burden to shoulder in attempting to assist
the northern parts of the State, If the service
could be viewed as = business venture, the
obvious course would be to incremse farws
and freights substantially—an increase of
about 100 per cents would he nceessary. Bat
the shipping service has not been and ean-
not be looked on as a business unndertaking.
Tt is a service necessary for the development
aof the Nerth.*

This year, expenditure by the Bduration
Department is expected to show ah increase
of £79,707, of which £43,166 is accounted
for by incidentals largely comnected with
subsidiesy driving contraects and improve-
ments in such amenitics as visual edueation.
The inercase of £22,094 in the Department
of Social Service is largely accounted for by
increased payments for outdoor relief and
the maintenan~e of State wards. TFor the
Crown Law Department, expenditure shows
a risc of £83,854, of whicrh £66,000 repre-
sents the estimated cost of prive control and
will be recouped by the Commonwenith.

, There is a related increase of £5,500 ynder

Laads nnd Surveys to cover the cost of land
sales vontrol, Envisaging the employment of
additional technical and professional wtaff,
increased expenditure on vermin destrue-
tion, and improvements to resenrch siations,
the cslimates for the Agrienltural Depart-
ment show an increase of £68,719. In view
of the shortage of agricultural scientists, the
planned extensions of staff may not even-
{nate in their entirety.

Under Public Works, the expenditure is
estimated at £499,495, or £181,007 more than
that incurred last year. Repairs to publie
buildings, partly financed last yenr from a
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special trust fund created for the purpose,
will have to be met entirely from revenue
now that the fund is exhausted. Partly be-
causc of this and partly because of projected
inereases in activity, it has been necessary
to provide for an inerease of £102,291 for
building maintenance, General ineresses in
costs and inereased expenditure on jetty
repairs and improvements to town water
sapplies and stock routes in the North-West
are other factors confributing to the rise.

The Medieal and Health Departments are
catimated to require £162,287 ecompared with
£383,359 for last year. Provision has been
made for a new subsidy of £5,000 to the
Red Cross in connection with its blood trans-
fusion service, for increased expenditure on
T.B. diagnosis and aftercare, and for in-
ereased grants and assistance to infant wel-
fere centres. Also included in the Estimates
s provision for the appointment of addi-
tional school dental officers, heslth inspectors
and laboratory assistants,

Police Department e!penditure is esti-
mated at £522,224 which is £103,799 more
than that of last year. New awards, pro-
posed increases in  the sstrength and
extra pay are mainly vesponsible for the
change. If members desire any further in-
formation regarding the estimates for the
current year, I shall be pleased to supply
it on reeeiving notice. Clause 4 is to
approve of the expenditure of *£230,000
from the Reforestation Fund, details of
which are set out in the scheme of expendi-
tore which has been laid on the Table of
the House, and which requires the approval
of Parlinment. A summary of the proposed
expenditure is shown in Schedule #G.» I
move—

That the Bill be now rend a second time. .

]

HON. G. FRASER (West) [1.9]: While'

the Chief Secretary has been throwing mil-
lions of ponnds around, my mind has been
down on the bottom rung of the ladder.
T am rather eurious about two items on page
7 under the heading of “Compassionate
Altowances.” These items are annual allow-
ances to the widow of the late Detective
Serceant Pitman, £17 8s, 11d., and to the
widow of the late Poliece Sergeant Mark,
10s. T am_ rather curious, partienlarly in
view of the Taet that these are under the
heading of annual allowances. I do not
know whether the Chief Seawretary can give
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me the information, but I would like tO‘,
satisfy my curiosity. - '

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [1.10]: I am afraid I can only sat-
isfy the hon. member’s euriosity if he will
he kind enough to call upon me next week.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a Second time,

© In Commitiee, ete,
Bill puassed through Committee without
ilebate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-BUSH FIRES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly reeeived and
read notifying that it bad agreed to the

Couneil’s amendment.

, BILL--PARLIAMENTARY
SUPERANNUATION.

Ausembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Couneil's amendment,

PARLIAMENTARY
SUPERANNUATION.

Appointment of Trustees,

THE CHIEFT SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[1.15]: The Bill which has just passed re-
quires that we agpoint two trustees and I
therefore move—

That, pursuant to the provisions of a Bill
for An Act intituled the ‘‘Parliamentary
Superannuation Act, 1948,”' and upon and
suhject to such Bill beeommg law by the as-
sent of His Execelleney the Governor, the
Liegislative Council hereby agpointa the Preasi-
dent and the Chairman of Committees mem-
hers of the anid Couneil to be Trustees of the
Parliamentary Superanpuation Fund and the
Lepgislative Couneil hereby orders that suck
appointments shall be and are hereby made at
this gitting of the Legislative Couneil on the
11th day of December, 1948,

Question put and passed,
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COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: Before we
adjourn, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity of (hanking yow, Mr. President, and
various other members and officers of the
House for the consideration extended to
us during this session. I especially thank
you, Mr. President, beeause we must appre-
ciate the very severe strain under which you
were labouring owing to your ill-health in
the early part of the session. I sineerely
trust you have made a permanent recovery.
It has not been an easy session and the
Chairman of Committees, Hon. J. A, Dim-
mitt, has had a partienlarly arduous task
and has been ably assisted by his deputies,
whem I also thank on behalf of my fellow
members.

I wish to take the opportunity of thank-
ing the Honorary Minister for Agrienlture
for the way in which he carried on during
my temporary absence from the House, and
I express my appreciation for the great
amount of work he has performed through-
out the session, I, personally, have been
most fortunate in having his serviees and,
from the remarks I heard en my return, Mr.
Wood should be proud indeed of what he
has done whilst Parliament has heen sitling.
We have many ather people who also assist-
ed us. The Clerk of Parliaments has had a
particularly trying time this session. He
has been rushed with Bills and has had to
serve very long hours. That his health has
not been good iz not surprising. We trust
that after the adjournment, he will have
sufficient time to enable him fo recover his
normal health before we meet again in the
ordinary way.

The Clerk Assistant carried on very ably
during the absence of Mr. Lenke and again
we wonld like to thank him for all he has
done and for the courtesy he has always
extended to members. Anather officer who
is always most attentive and always court-
cous is the Clerk of Records, Mr. Brown,
He always seems to anticipate what Aet we
want almost as soon as we have rang the
bell. Evervthing he does for us is done
in n very obliging and happy manper,

“Tansard” has done veally wonderful
work right through, and T can safely say
that T have not had {o correet one duplicate
of any speech I have made in this House
during the session. It is not only the “Han-
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sard” that we see before us in the printed
form but the work of “Hansard” behind the
scenes. A very arduous task iy earried out
behind the scenes and they have had & very
strennous time during the session, T also
desire to thank them most sincerely. on behalf
of members generally. We also have our
typist, Miss Watkin, whom we all regard as
& person to whom we can go and say that
we want something done at once—and the
typing is done at once. I do not know how
she does it so prompily, so happily and
willingly, whether it be typing out ques-
tions or answers or something clse, Every-
thing is done extraordinarily quickly and
anything she can do to assist members is
done very graciously.

What possibly is more important to some
of us is the question of the inner man. Mr.
Roberts and his staff have performed won-
ders. Here again it is not only the staff
that we see but the unseen staff that works,
s0 to speak, in the howels of the earth
under extraordinary eonditions. They have
looked after our welfare in a wonderful way,
especially during the last few days when
they have served up to us special dinners
and lunches. The manner in which that has
been done is something of which Mr.
Roberts and the whole of his staff may be
cxtremely prond,

There is another man who does not ap-
pear very much but nevertheless looks after
us most ecarefully. Then again, there is
another who watches us come in and po out,
and I am sure that if ever any trouble
oeenrred thed would hoth come to our
assistance vervy quickly. I refer to our
policeman and the doorkeeper who are on
duty in the House. I am glad to feel that
the former is one of my own boys in blue.
Then again we owe a debt of gratitude to
others who sit here listening to us. T refer
to the representatives of the Press. I cer-
tainly do not think we have over-taxed them,
unless it is in the matter of listening. For
whatever they have said about our proceed-
ings, we thank them very sincerely. We
trust that in future we will be able to give
them more copy than we have during the .
spsrion.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is not a matter of
what we have given them but of what they
have given us!
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I thank all
members for the assistance they have ex-
tended to me during the session. I think
all will agree with me that Mr. Wood and
I have given them every opportunity in
every possible way to express their opinions
and cast their votes as they have deemed
fit. I do not think anyone can say that
either of uns hos brought any pressure to
bear on them in dealing with any measures.
I do not think that any member would say
that I have exervised undue influence
upon him, T trust that when they have recov-
ered from the effects of this very heavy ses-
sion, members will find time to enjoy them-
selves and when they return to the House
I hope they will not have to move out of
theiy seats as much as in the past. I wish
to thank you, 8ir, and all associated with
Parlinment n most enjoyable holiday dur-
ing the festive season and an extremely
happy and prosperous New Year.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT: 1 am glad to
assoeiate myself with the good wishes
expressed by the Chief Secrefary and

1 want personally to thank you, Sir,
for the help won have always ex-
tended to me. I am sure that I

am voicing the feclings of every member of
the Iouse when I say how glad we are to
know your bealth is so much improved at
the ond of the session compared with what
it wns at the commencement. I congratulate
the Leader of the House and the Honorary
Minister on the way they have fulfilled their
respective duties, They are also to be con-
gratulated upon the suceess that has attended
their offorts to place legislation on the
statute hook. Their percentage of suceess
in that direction redounds to their eredit as
orators and in other directions,

T desire partienlarly to thank my two
deputies for the assistance, eo-operation and
courtesy that they have extended to me
throughout the session and that applies alzo
to the Clerk, the Clerk Assistant and the
Clerk of Records, 1 extend my cordial
thanks to them for the assistance they have
rendered throughout the session. I think
that we in this Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia are particulariy fortunate in the offi-
cors of the House and the staff. T doubt
whether any other Parliament in Australia
enjoys hetter service than we have in West-
ern Austrolia. I also express my thanks to
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the “Hansard” staffl and to members of the
House staff, I hope all members will have
a very happy Christmas and a prosperous
New Yeur. May I thank all members for
the courtesy they have extended to me during
my official duties.

HON. BE. H GRAY: I wish to
assoviate myself with the remarks of
the Chief Secretary and the Chairman of
Committees. Particularly do I congratulate
you, Mr, President, on your improved
health. We were very worried about you
during the early part of the session. I hope
we shall all be together at the end of next
session, 1 do not want to mention everyone,
but I support the remarks that were made
about the Clerk of Parliaments, the Con-
troller and other olHecrs, together with the
staff,

Personally I have been a member of this
House for a long time and I am eonvinced
that our Parliament is run better now than
ever before, which is also a tribute to past
members and past officers, That refers par-
ticularly to the Controller, who learnt his
duties under an carlier oecupant of that
position, My, Ford. Mr. Roberts haz done
a marvellons job in the manner in which
he has handled his staff. The work has al
ways been done excellently and, i
faet, all the officers associated with Par-
lizment have done a remarkably fine job.
The Chief Secretary certainly went through
the whole scale and mentioned every officer,
and I support him in all that he said. I
congratulate the Chairman of Committees
and the Deputy Chairmen for the way in
whick they have discharged their duties
during the session.

We were all deeply concerned when the
Chief Secretary beeame seriously indis-
posed at the beginning of the session. That
threw an extra load on the Honorary Min-
ister. T have been in this Chamber for 20
vears, and I consider the Honorary Minis-
ter put up a reecord. XNo other Honorary
Minister in* my experience was asked to
carty the lond which he carried, and he did
a wonderful job. T wish hoth the Chief
Secretary and the Honorary Minister, and
every member and officer of the House a
merty Christmas and a bappy New Year.

THE PRESIDENT: Before putting the
motion, may I express my deep apprecia-
tion of the very kind remarks that were
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made by the Chief Secretary and other
members about myself. I am pleased in-
deed to say that I am in a much better
state of health than T was at the beginning
of the session, I think the suecess of this
session bas been due to the eonsideration ex-
tended by members to both Ministers, my-
self and the officers. When all is said and
done, the tone of the House depends en-
tirely upon the spirit which ig exhibited
by members; and that spirit has always
been kindly and considerate in all the years
that I have been associated with the House.
I endorse the remarks that have been made
respeeting the work done by Ministers.
They did an extrazordinary amount of work
in an efficient and successfnl manner.

I thank the Chairman of Committees and
the Deputy Chairmen for the way in which
they earried out the hard work that has to
be done in Committee. That, after all, is
the test of our parliamentary usefulness.
The Clerks have, as usual, stood up to their
job, especially at the end of the session, in
the way they have always done. We are
grateful to them and also to Mr. Brown.
To “Hansard,” to the Controller and to all
those who took part in the work of Parlia-
ment, I desire to join with others in ex-
pressing my thanks and appreciation. May
I conclude by wishing you all the seasen’s
greetines, I hope you will have a merry
Christmas and that the coming year may
bring with it greater hopefulness and
greater opportunities for optimism than
we have experienced for many years. Tt
appears as though the world is getling back
to a state of sanity, and I hope that the
blessing of Almighty Gled will rest on us
all in the years fo come.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.

W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban): I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
date to be fixed.

Question put and passed.

@
House adjourned at 1.34 am. (Saturday).

Bills :

Annual Estimates, 1948-49 :

Tegislative Assembly.

Friday, 10th December, 1948,
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